HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, 


EXPLANATION, and VINDICATION 
OF THE COURSE PURSUED BY THE 
Grand Lodge of the State of New-York, 
IN RELATION 0 ‘THI 


NMASONIC AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL ATTEMPT 
OF A PORTION OF THEIR BODY TO REVO- 
LUTIONIZE THE ORGANIZATION 
THEREOF :— 


Addressed to their Correspondents, 


THE GRAND LODGES OF THE WORLD, 


NEW-YORK: 


Be J. M. Mansa, Privrer, 5 Exprince-Srreer. 


Grand Lodge of the State of New-York. 


In compliance with the direction of the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of 


New York, at ils Annual Communication, 
Resolution, the following statement has 


June 7th, 5849, as expressed in their 
been prepared ‘“ under the super- 


vision of the Grand Officers,” and with their united concurrence and approval, 
is forwarded to the Grand Lodges tbroughout the world with which we are in 
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GRAND LODGE of the STATE of NEW-YORK, 


VO THE 
Grand Lodges throughout the World, 


—— — — 

At the Annual Communtoation of the M, W, Grand Lodge of 

the Anolent and Honorable Wraternity of ¥'reo and Acaapted Max 

sone of the Mtate of NeweYork, held at the Grand Lodge Room, 

Howard Houng, in the City of NowsYork, the following Movolution 

was ndopted, June 7th, A, L, 6840, a4 published in the Annual 
‘Trwnanotions, p. 40, 


+ Resolved, That the Grand Beoretary, ander the adview and supervision of 
tho Grand Oficers, be directed to prepara an appeal 1o the several Grand 
Lodges throughout the world, with which we are in commuanieation, ta sustain 
via dn our ofjarte ta maintain our Order in ite purity, 0nd thus enable 08 to (rane 


mit (unpullied to posterliy, snd be forever known as it ever has been, from 
i) 


time immemorial, & Vraternity of Mee and Accepted Masone,” 


Under the direotion of the above resolution, | havea duty to per- 
form, which 1 rogrot bax not boon committed to abler hands, 

Tho events which have recently taken place in the jurixdiction of 
tho M, W, Grand Lodgo of the Stato of New-York, are to be nare 
rated with truth, and spread bofore tho several Grand Lodges of 
the world, ‘Tho calm ahemash of thono Grand Lodges is appealed 
to, that we may be sustained in the course which wo haye been com- 
nollod to pursuo in the prosorvation of the Grand Lodgo of the 

tato, to countornot the evil designs and cunningly devined mnchi- 
nations of a few persons, who haya heretofore possonsed the confi 
donoo of « considerable portion of our own Body, but who have 
abused that confidence by the encouragement of fuction, divaffection, 
jonlourios ond disunion, and who having boon eecsettully countor- 
noted in thelr bax attempts, have ocoupled themselves in the ear» 
Hest moments of tholr fiture, by pene before the Maw 
wonle world their statement, which is full of m oprosentations, 
Alander, fulsohood and nbuxe, and which isin keoping with their pro- 
vious proceedings within tho limite of this State, We apponl to 
tho Grand Lodges of tho world to wustain us, as Tin Granp Lonaw 
ov tun Stare ov Nuw-¥ onx, whose integrity wo have maintained, 
in agoordance with i original Constitution by Charter from the 
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M. W. Grand Lodge of England ; its unvaried organizati 
sixty-seven years; its Compact of union of p27 3 and in pr 
tion of the sacred rights of its componené par ts. , 

‘As necessary to a perfect understanding of the subject, 1 invite 
the attention of the several Grand Lodes to the peculiarity of the 
original instituiion of the Grand Lodge of New-York, it bein 
notformed by 2 conyention of Lodges; as many others have subse. 
quently been, but established by Charter, as a Provincial Grand 
Lodge, in the City of New-York, independent of any former Dis. 
pensation, Warrant,or Constituvion. That Charter emanated from 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of England, in 1781, 
in the Grand Mastership of the Duke of Atholl. That Charter, 
which has ever been and is still preserved with the greatest care, 
clearly points out what persons conslituse tus Grand Lodge, and 
defines their powers when “in Grand Lodge assembled.” By that 
document, the Grand Master’and Grand Wairdens, together with 
their lawful Accociates, being the installed Masters, Wardens and 
Past Masrers of the regular Lodges within the jurisdiction, con- 

stitutethe Grand Lodge. A copy of that Charter will be found in 
the Appendix, marked A. 

Under that Charter, the Grand Lodge was organized in the city 
of New-York, on the’ 5th of December, 5782. On the 19th of 
September, 5783, the Grand Master and several other Grand Off- 
cers being about to leave the city of New-York, “the propriety of 
leaving the Grand Warrant, by which the Grand Lodge was estab- 
lished being fully discussed, it was Resolved, That the same should 
be left, and remain in the care of stich Brethren as may hereafter 
be appointed to succeed the present Grand Officers.” The Grand 
Master then resigned, and on his nomination the Junior Grand 
Warden, Bro. Cock, was unanimously elected, installed and pro- 
claimed Grand Master; and other vacancies filled up as they oc- 
curred. 

To digress from this narrative for a moment, it may be here re- 
marked, that in a circular letter published at Utica, in March, 1849, 
it is averred, that 

“On the evacuation of the city of New-York by the British army, the travel- 
ling Lodges evacuated it also, and the remainitig Lodges immediately threw 
off all allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, and asserted their local, 
territorial and jurisdictional independence. And happening to retain pos- 
session of the Warrant, Jewels, Funds and Records, of the Provincial Grand 

Lodge, they retained all but the first, and in their own expressive langua; 
contained in the records of our own Grand Lodge, aid asipe the warrant 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and drew up and adopted a Constitution 
upon the principles of the Ancient Masonic Constitations, and the usages of 
the Fraternity in England, and elsewhere, and changing the name and style 
of the organization, formed themselves into an Independent Grand Lodge.” 


The records of the Grand Lodge authorize nono of these 
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tions, I have given a faithful narrative from those records now be- 
fore me, to the end of the war of the Revolution, and the next pro. 
ceeding of interest in the Grand Lodge will clearly show that the 
had no idea at that time, of laying aside their warrant, nor had 
they any idea that there was any other regular way of establishing 
a Grand Lodge, but by Warrant or Charter.” On the 5th of 
November 1783, a letter was received by the hands of Bro. Pome- 
roy, from Samuel H. Parsons, Esq. and others at New-Hayen, 
Connecticut, dated October 20th, respecting the situation of the 
Lodges in that State, and a committee of five was appointed to con- 
fer with Bro. Pomeroy, and to enter fully and amply into the con- 
sideration of every proposal he might lay before them, and finally 
determine thereon. The report of that committee was received and 
approved on the 3d day of December 1783. ‘That report was in the 
Archives of this Grand Lodge, until June, 1846, but I have soug 
for it in vain. (Like many other documents relating to this su’ ¢ 
which I have sought for, they are no longer to be found in their 
places.) On the 4th of February, 1784, the Grand Officers were 
voted to be a committee to determine the mode for the Grand Ofi- 
cers elect of the State of Connecticut obtaining a Grand Warra nt 
from the Grand Lodge in England, On the same evening, the 
Grand Master Cock resigned, and the Honorable Robert R. Liy- 
ingston was unanimously elected, and afterwards proclaimed and in- 
stalled Grand Master. On the 24th of February, 1785, the S. G. 
Warden in behalf of the committee, appointed at the last Stewards? 
Lodge, to draw “ Rules and Regulations” for the government af 
the Grand Lodge of this State, reported a sot of Rules eae 
Regulations,” and a committee was then appointed “ to Brophy t! ae 
Rules and Regulations, to be laid before the Grand Lodge,” w 4 
committee reported in March 1785, when their work w approved 
and ordered to be printed. It will be noticed that in all ; peas 5 
no new Constitution is spoken of as having been adopeds or even 
propos The Constitution, as printed. in 1785, was the — as 
sxisted in the Grand Lodge of Ancient F reemasons of England 
oat A i y f MoDormot. The words “ laid 
published in the Ahiman Rezon of MeDe Pa Daal 
aside the Warrant,” are not the words of the Grand : adie ‘ 14 
Grand Secretary, but are merely Moe —. Seca shee AS 
* ” v Lette m DL » 210, asking 
mi toe a Breit wie eo they Ah hear from the Grand 
ee tn +n which letter those words appear to have been 
Lodge of England, in which I Ae ras apEeee deeih 
used, but the Grand Lodge rofuse to admit t Lay A atoc i 
, than twonty days. Neither is it, correct as stay 
Shans more ; rb following that work, that on the 
ips rte hh Peril Greed Lodge Waa closed sine 
5th of September, 1787, the Prov =f - Perey an 
on and 5 Independent Grand Lodge opened and the officers elect 
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old Conatitution were ro-published In 1788, ‘Tho aly gn of v 
tiation in tho conduct of the Grand Lodge as raraRS On 6 aa i, 
is what is contained in the report of a committes which had been ap 
polated March 7, 1787, 


" irind Lodge onder the present 
“'Po consider the propriety of holding the Grand Lodg 

none mand the 10 nar measures to effect a change, 4 tt should be thought 
constitutional and epedtent." 


‘That committoo reported in Juno, 1787, as follows : 


“Phat the @ and Lodge of this State w eevaniinunn according to the anchene 
and shaeiieal anpe'd? Masonry, upon a Constitulion® formed by te Re presen 
tatives of regular Lodges convened under a legal Wannan Laue T ‘ane 
Lodgo of England, dated the fifth day of September, in the year of I lasonty, 
five thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, the Most Noble Prince ohn 
the third, Dake of Atholl, being the then Guano Maeran, And your Com 
mittee further beg leave to report, that in their opinion, nothing tw necenwury 
or essential in future proceedings of the Grand Lodge, upon the subject matter 
referred to them, but that a committee be appointed to prepare a draft of the 
style of Warrants to be hereafter granted by the Grand Lodge conformable to 

the said Constitution.” 


This report was read and confirmed, and in September following, 
tho Warrants wore reported printed, Aw in tho Warrant, or Char- 
tor of this Grand Lodge, tho Past Masters of the regular J 


odges 
of the jurisdiction were declared to be the lawful associate 


#8 of the 

* The term Constitution, as used in that report, had no reference to the 
Constitution of Masonry, nor to any writen laws which bad been ado; nted by 
the Grand Lodge. Blackstone speaks of "the Constitution of [the British] 
Parliament,” but by that he cannot be understood to mean the Constitution of 


the British Empire. In the old Book of the Constitutions of the Gr: J 
of this State, there was a regulation, “ Thatit any Lodge shail eenen ioe 
regularly, for welve months successively, lis Constietes shall be forfeited 
and Its name erased out of the Grand Lodge book,” In the present Book of the 
Constitutions, the same Article remains, but the word « arranv” is sub; - 
tuted for “ Constitution,” Beige 


In aati Laws and Regulations” of the Grand Lodge of Treland’ 
18th, it is said: « If the Warrant oy Constitution ofa Lodge be sold, or 
eans, than through the rep l ' 
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Grand Offivora,* and the Maate / 
“in Grand lide assembled ry Ar artes et lod i, when 
poll of tho Grand Lodge of this State from 1746 hay hile 
mg a ig Mastors of Lodgos as # constituent portion of th 

Vrom 1746, the Grand Lodge of the State of Now-¥o; 
ooouplod in hor logitinate iabors fos many yours, but Hi hada 
in her offorta to Improve the eondition of the Lodyon at a ditancy 
from the olty, by sonding Grand Leoturorn AiHonget them, whoag 
Interests wore porsonal and entively dintinot from the Intoronts of the 
Intitution, « Handation was laid for sootional Jonlourion which have 
proved the bane of its prosperity to the prosont tine,” 

In 1814, a new iy a visltatlon and looturing wna adopted 
Tho Stato waa divided into throo Masonio Districts, ong oomprliing 
the City of Now-York and {tm Vieinity, the two othorn were in the 
Wont and North, Av that timo, a8 bofore, the Lodyon in the couns 
ty might bo reprewontod by proxtow, but no fyatom of paying Row 
Presontatlvon for bes and attondanoo, out of tho contel butions of 

he Lodges had boon a loptod by the Grand Lodge of thin Stato, nor 
hy any othor Grand Lodyo, 

“Tho viniting and Jooturing aystom waa attondod by considorable 
Hueco, nO fur na the collootion of monoy wan oonoerned, though a 
largo numberof Lodgon wore novor vinito » and the oxpenno of the ool» 
lootlons amounted to noarly fifty por cont. of the sum rooolved, via: 
from 1814 to 1820, the two Grand Visitors in the country collected 
22,186 59 and rotalnod for oomponnation $10,244 84, "Tho divers 
sion of #0 largo a proportion of tho oollootions from country Lodgos, 
Jntonded for the ebarity fund, oausod great discontontin the Gran 
Lodge, and the ayatom by dogroon hoonme odious; its disoontin- 
Hane was urgod, and it wan finally abolished, 

"That the Grand Visitors had obtained an influonoe by their por 
wonnl intereoursed, and the brethren in the Country Wore, aX now, ars 
rayod in hontility to thos in the aity, on tho orrondous iden that thoy 
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Grand Lodge, where they were to be considered a aH a 

rg Ul the ‘Lodges in their districts not otherwise repr ore nearly 
% ‘ 1821, this plan was rejected, but at the same ses the memi- 

1,800 were appropriated i-om the charity fund to Adopted to pay 

hash in attendance from the country, and a resolution a pl ahether 
saree frm Enda teen [ens 2 
aa Bet Wer bia cet ‘and five Past Masters, Bpersby, ss dela 
ei nial cul aon ny Geren nN ne wr 

From this time forward, to June, 1825, f the country brethren, 
made to excite and increase the disaffection o' ak ¢ Ney-York, o: 

The removal of the Grand Lodge from ee ne ‘as proposed at 
the establishment of a Grand Lodge in the bet 2 ch pa of the 
Conventions in various parts of the country, in whi ne 
cena hy nan roma operon in he mow 
recent transactions. The abolish ment of the sy: E 

dues to the Grand Lodge, and their retention in the respective sub- 
ordinate Lodges” was suggested in their circulars. A 

The power of appointing proxies was abused by the papers being 
signed and sealed zn blank, to be filled up at the discretion of the 
holders. 

In June, 1822, a Committee was appointed in the Grand Lodge, 
consisting of two city members and six from the country, for the 
purpose of altering the Regulations of the Grand Lodge, and 
thereby carry out theit designs. The intention could not be mis- 
understood, and a resolution was offered and laid upon the table, 
That it was expedient that two Grand Lodges be formed in thé 
State of New. York, viz., the one already located in the city of 
New York, and the other in such place out of the city, as a ma- 

jority of the ies out of the city, and consenting to form a part 

bY, anid oak psa ties We todas out of the city 
ted a er Grand Lodge. 

eae i seg Imoyations decided on by the above Com- 

5 ere printed and circulated through the State, was 
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The Constitution, however, re ined unchang 
Regulations” only were revised. This is 5 brief history © 
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following extract from the preseng }, 
The 3 the Compact ” itself, and the agains of 
fundamental law of the Grang Logue 


tion of the Grand Lodge ae fe 


Compact of 1827. 
Constitutions cree 
fact that it is regarded as @ jw” 

os Annual Communica d 
ee Re "York, on the 7th day of June, A. L. 5897 


? two 
eight Lodges being represented, the folloys 
nae = ae io soanimonsly, snd aes Hi rae lary gf 
r go ich shall never be 7 5 
ee ae eats to be but one Grand Lodge in the State 
of New York, and that it ought to be held in the City of New 
York, and be considered as a continuation of the is te: Lodge, 
That all allusions to former differences, shall be avoided as {ay ae 
possible. \ ACO 
the proceedings of the two bodies 1 by the 
ie of BaGeked Coase) shall be confirmed, and that the War. 
rants granted to Subordinate Lodges, by the two bodies, and the 
proceedings of the said bodies shall be deemed regular. That the 
records and archives of the Grand Lodge being in the City of Now 
York, the Grand Secretary and the Grand Treasurer shall }e 
chosen from the City; that the Grand Master or the Deputy Grang 
Master, shall be chosen from the City of New York, the other from 
the Country ; the two Wardens from some other part of the State 
than the City of New York. 
3d. That the permanent fund be managed by five Trustees, 
viz., the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the two Grand 
Wardens, and the Grand Secretary, whose duty it shall be to invest 
all funds over three thousand dollars, annually, after paying Repre- 
sentatives, salaries, and rent. 
4th. That the number of Lodges which one Master or Past 
Master may represent, shall not exceed three, that Past Masters 
shall not be represented by proxy; and that Representatives be 
paid as heretofore.” 


The origin of the events which have now reached a crisis, ma: 
be traced to Apollo Lodge, in the City of Troy, in the year 1841. 
The prime mover and active head of the monstrous faction 


Lodge, and has been Grand Master from June 1846, to the 
C E : 5th of 
June, 1849, Appearing occasionally at the head of his forces, he 
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5 rey 
, and only ai brief intervals, 
smes- saiciently, however, to be convinced that very 
my labors were to be used, and that the Rt. W. Seaior 
‘arden, J. D. Willard, and the Grad Chaplain, Salem 
regalsting the Regalations to suit. themselves... In 
papers were taken to the country to be arranged. by the 
Grand Chaplain, the Reverend Salem Town alone, and in June, 
1524, the report was broaght into the Grand Lodge by the Rt_W. 
3D. Wilard, without @ single Signature, acted on by sections. at 
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eetings held during the day only, when it was well known, 

Peewee of all past time that the city Brethren, with very ‘ay 

exceptions, could not be and never were present. ; pee first open 

ing meeting, the time was oceupied as usual with reac ing the mip. 
utes and preliminary business ; the second evening was Cenpia, 
with the election of Grand Officers, and on the third evening Tost 
of the country members were absent, and the city members foung 
themselves almost alone, and from the minutes, learned that the re. 
vised Constitution and Regulations which had been under considera, 
tion all day, were laid over wntil nine o’clock the next ee The 
object could not be misunderstood. The wishes, the counsel, th 
experience of the City Lodges were no longer required by their Tow 
spectable Brethren who had assumed the management of that busi. 
ness. But not willing to abandon their rights in the Grand Lodge, 
or their necessary business avocations, they adopted the following 
resolution :— 

“ Resolved, That the final vote on the approval of the revised Constitution 
as a whole, shall not take place until Monday evening next, and if the same 
has not been approved of by sections previous to that Leth that the final 
vote shall not be taken till the following evening after it has been approved 
of by sections.” 

The mover of this resolution then moved for its reconsideration, 
and stated why he offered that resolution. The motion to recon- 
sider was negatived. 5 3 

At the opening of the Grand Lodge on the following morning, 

Saturday, the Sth of June, 1844, the Rt. W. Brother Willard 
took the chair as Grand Master, the Rt. W. S. G. W. Richard 
Carrique as Deputy, with a general attendance of representatives of 
Country Lodges, and three City Brethren, two of whom were 
Grand Officers. 

While the minutes of the previous evening were being read by 
the Grand Secretary, which appeared to convey to the Rt. W. Bro, 
Willard the first information of the counteraction of his plans, his 
discretion left him, he placed the Rt. W. Bro. Carrique in the 
chair, 


“And, after a few introductory remarks, offered a Resolution, That the 
June Communication be now closed, which was duly seconded. The Rt. W, 
mover then expressed his wish to have the aaeon taken without debate, but 
the Grand Secretary requested that the Rt. W. Bro. Gilbert,* who had been 


presentat the meeting last evening, might be permitted to state the reasons 
given by the Rt, W. William Willis on offering the resolution then adopted, 
to defer the final action of the Grand Lodge on the revised Constitution, until 
Monday evening. The Rt, W. Bro, Gilbert made the explanation requested. 


_—_—ee— 


* Brother Gilbert was a very old member of the Grand Lodge from Colum 
bia county, whose advice I hoped would be listened to, 
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‘Tho above quotation in from the Rooord, and was published in 


That Rooord, which was mado by mysolf, wan written with the 
donign of conveying tho main outlines of the proceeding truly, with- 
out ontoring Into tho details of tho insulting remarks of the newly 


June, 1844, tho Rt. 
Y ovening before, had beon elevated without opposition to 
rank of Deputy Grand Mastor, in the ‘ animate Speech ” 
above mentioned, dénounced the Brothron of the city of New-York 
fd enemies of the country Lodges, and gavo as his reason for mov- 
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+H) vlous question, 


AL the earnest appeal of the Grand eeretury, the pres 


it) aller which the previous question wan’ ain 


n of the Ri we 
the vote, and passed Jn the affirmative. ‘The Grand 


otions of 1844, which wore forwarded to tho several 
you in correspondonos, and they aro requested to rofer 


Past Masters, to'come there and aaa them wnder their 


n directed, that of the ‘Transactions of 1844, 


i hi gh 1000 copies had been usual 
distributed, that the energies of the Fraternity might be revived, 
% prosperity of the Grand Lodge. 
Brother Willard afterwards brought me a written 4 h, 
him on this oceasion, which he desliee me to nny eet 
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nor whether they were really, as the had 
paneh ready to eats their country Brecon cep te ee 
feet.” The Deputy Grand Master, who was one of themech ely 
had announced their danger; the “ three hundred” Pasy 7° Vea, 
might be upon them in a moment; a Majority who knew no beer 
voted for the motion of their presiding officer, and the Annual} She 
munication of the Grand Lodge of the State of N ew-York OM. 

“¢ declared closed” before the most important of the Tegulay ye 

ness of the meeting had been transacted, excepting the Approval 

some sections of the revised Constitution—(so called. t a 

time the Rt. W. Brother Willard made that speech, he hag deen e 

Grand Officer nine years, and he undoubtedly knew, that th, pas) 

pression he conveyed to the country Brethren was false, cs 

But the venom was disseminated through a portion of the boa 
and that terrible phalanx of “ three hundred” who had maintain} 
the Thermopyle of the Grand Lodge were from that time doom, 

to destruction. The Past Masters of the city and Vicinity of New. 

York might possibly at that time have reached half that Dumber 

and it would have required a day or two, at least, to have Lotifieg 

them ; but to have collected them together from their business dur. 

a, day session would haye been utterly impossible, and there Was, ag 

above stated, but one city member present, not an officer, who 

could have left the meeting for that or any other purpose. The 
M. W. Alexander H. Robertson, the newly elected Grand Master, 
arrived a few minutes after the Annual Communication had been pro. 
nounced closed, and he immediately took the chair, ordered the doop 
to be closed, and requesting the Brethren who remained to be seated, 
he despatched the Grand Pursuivant and Grand Tiler to request all 
the members of the Grand Lodge who could be found about the 
Premises, to return and assist him in Opening a Grand Lodge of 
emergency. At this moment the Rt, W. John D. Willard rushed 
into the room, approached the table in front of the Grand Master, 
rolled up the papers laying there, (amongst which was the revised 
Constitution, which had been spread out ready for immediate ac. 
tion,) and rushed out again. After some delay, the representatives 
of eleven country Lodges and one city Lodge, (myself,) took their 
seats. 

The Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge ; after which a 
solemn silence prevailed for some minutes, all feeling the necessity 
of reflection and calmness, as in the midst of some overwhelming 
calamity. At length the Senior Grand Warden, Richard Carrique, 
arose and addressed the Grand Master jhe lamented the events 
of the morning, he sympathized with the Grand Master, that the 

Commencement of his administration should have been marked b 
so deplorable a tr: action, and he assured him that we at 


events, would stand by him in the discharge of every duty. 
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A Committee was appointed to wait u 
Willard, to request his attendance, and 
ing to the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee returned without him, and held a private com- 
munication with the Grand Master. (I afterwards was informed 
that he had refused to attend, unless he first hadassurance that no at- 

* tempt would be made to censure him.) The Committee again retir- 
ed, and on their return were accompanied by the Rt. W. D. G. 
M. Willard, who on being announced, was received with great 
solemnity between two ranks of brethren standing. He advanced 
andaddressed the Grand Master—‘“ I am not prepared,” he said, “ to 
acknowledge that this is,the Grand Lodge ;—neither am I prepared 
to deny it.” But changing his style immediately, he stated that as 
Chairman of the Committee on the Constitution, he considered it 
under his charge, and having forgotten it on retiring, he had return- 
ed and taken it: that he had now brought it back; and he then handed 
it to the Grand Master. The business necessary to be transacted 
was then proceeded with, but such as could only be transacted at 
the Annual Communication had to be laid over till June 1845, 
Previous to that time however, a new cause of complaint against 
the city brethren was discovered and propagated with ‘industry 
through the State. They had elected the M. W. Br. Robertson, Grand 
Master, who had only served as Deputy one year, and had slighted 
Brother Willard who had served many years as a Grand Warden. 
By the compact of 1827, either the Grand or the Deputy Grand 
Master must be elected from the city, the other from the country. 
From 1827 to 1844, the two Grand Masters, Van Rensselaer and 
Lewis, had been selected from the country, and the country Lodges 
had really no cause of complaint, but those which followed the 
standard of the Trojan factionists, could make any matter “a good 
enough” cause to widen the breach between the country and the 
city Lodges, and they determined to elect their candidate in 1845. 
That purpose was turned aside by a private conversation between 
Brothers Robertson and Willard, in my presence. Just before the 
Annual Meeting, the former told Bro. Willard, that a large number 
of his friends had solicited him to serve again as Grand Master, 
and that although his health and business rendered it inconvenient, 
he had consented, and having consented he should not like to be de- 
feated, but that he should not consent again. Brother Willard re- 
plied that he also had been solicited to stand as a candidate, but 
under these circumstances, he was perfectly willing to wait another 
year and should therefore not run against him. The election passed 
off in harmony ; but notwithstanding the vote of the 7th of June, 
1844, that when the revised Constitution should have been approv- 
ed of by sections, the final vote should not be taken till the following 


pon Deputy Grand M: aster 
return of the papers belong- 


20 


; y “ov tions, it was, a8 befor, 
vening after ithad been approved by seci , 9 ©, tal, 
a and A motion of Rt. W. J. D. Willard, whe declared ado tee 
at a morning session, the city re as usual, being absens and 
unsuspicious of such a breach of faith. ; 
A andes was offered by W. Bro. Shumway to re-consider tha 
vote, (evidently remembering the vote of 1844,) which was decided 


in the negative. . 
There were several parts of the general regulations of the he 


code which were known to be very disagreeable to the city Lod, 
(and not desired by many in other parts of the State,) and some 
which they regarded as infringements on the compact, and they 
would have at least discussed them with ability and energy, and de. 
sired the opportunity of doing so, but were shut out by the man, 
agement of their opponents. ‘ 

On the same morning another extraordinary step was taken }, 
the adoption of a Resolution, as an additional clause to the reguly, 
tions, written by the Rt. W. John D. Willard, by which all resoly. 
tions operating as regulations, standing on the books, and not inegp. 
porated in the new code, were rescinded ; thus sweeping away at 
once, all the legislative enactments of eighteen years. 

Notwithstanding all these grievances were well known to haye 
been planned and carried out by Bro. Willard and his i 
confidential friends, such was the desire for conciliation; union 
friendship and harmony, that in June, 1846 , that Brother was elee. 
ted Grand Master without opposition, although his previous course 
had made him many opponents, and many of the city members con. 
sented to fraternize with their country brethren in the election of 
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singular behaviour. The G. Secretary although directed by the D. 
G. Master as was his duty, to pay the money as he received it over 
to the G. Treasurer, held on to itto theend of the quarter, andall con- 
fidence in him was lost, from the manner the business of his office was 
performed, as well as the complaints made against him from various 
quarters for inefficiency and unmasonie behaviour. Rt. W. Bro. 
Horspool and the G. Secretary of Alabama are referred to in refer- 
ence to this charge, who can, if they will, explain this allusion to un- 
masonic behaviour. 

In June, 1848, the Brethren who were aware of the error which 
they had committed in the elevation of the M. W. Bro. Willard to the 
Chair, believing it would be for the interest and harmony of the In- 
stitution, to put another in his place ; and as he had occupied it two 
years, he could not reasonably object to the election of another, espe- 
cially as he had himself contemplated running against the M. W. 
Bro. Robertson, at the termination of his first year of service, they 
nominated the Rt. W. Isaac Phillips, (who had’ declined a re-clec- 
tion as Deputy) for that office. 

Previous to that election, the W. John S. Perry, of Troy, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That in the election this evening, in case where the vote is by bal- 
lot, the Grand Secretary be directed to keep an accurate account of the num- 
ber of votes cast by the Officers or proxy, and Past Masters of each Lodge 
respectively. 

On a ballot for G. Master, 364 votes were cast, of which the M. 
W. John D. Willard received 241 votes, and 
Rt. W. Isaac Phillips received 123 votes. 

Of these, 184 votes were cast by members of Lodges from the 
country, and 166 by members of city Lodges, as the poll list shows, 
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The balance by Grand Officers, both of city and country, ang noe! 
withstanding the many city votes which were cast for Bro. Willa: a 
it having been ascertained by the evidence of the poll list, that 4 ° 
country held the ruling power, he and his partizans determineg is 
use it. Accordingly, on the following day, at the close of the ~ 
ing session, the W. John S. Perry, of Troy, introduced the fol. 
dosing: f the following amend: 

* Resolved, That this Grand Lodge approve of the following a1 1endments 
the Constitation, and give their affirmative vote thereto. And this G, a 
do so far adopt and sanction the same, as it is in their power to adopt and sang, 
tion any amendment at one June communication. “ 

; Gesse: That said proposed amendments be appended to the publisheg 
ceedings of-this Grand Lodge, at the end, for the consideration of the ges 
pursuant to the one hundred and sixth Article of the Constitution. b 

First Amendment.—In the fifth line of Article third, after the word « and» 
insert the words “‘also to the extent hereinafter provided for,”-so that the Whole 
Article will read as follows : 

This Grand Lodge shall be composed of all the Grand Officers, the p. 
Grand Masters, Past Deputy Grand Masters, Past Grand Wardens, p. 
Grand Secretaries, and Past Grand Treasurers, the Masters and Wardens, oO 
the Representatives legally appointed of all the Lodges under its jurisdiction, 
and also, to the extent hereinafter provided for, the Past Masters by election 


and service of one year in the Chair, of all such Lodges under its jurisdiction, 
Second Amendment.—Add a new Article to the Constitution, to be numbered 


CVIII, in the following words, viz : 
ARTICLE CVIII. 
All Past Masters of Lodges under this jurisdiction, who shall have 


duly elected and installed, and served one year in the Chair, and in goog 
standing, shall be honorary members for life, of this Grand Lodge ; ani as 
such, shall be entitled to be present at its meetings and participate in its de. 
liberations, but shall not as such, be entitled to vote. The Past aster of each 
Lodge who shall have last passed the Chair thereof, shall be an acting mem. 
ber of this Grand Lodge, and as such, shall be entitled to vote; so that each 
Lodge, by its officers or proxy, shall be entitled to three votes, and the last 
Past Master if present, to one vote, maling four votes in all, And all provi- 
sions of this Constitution relative to voting, or the right of voting, by mem. 
bers of this Grand Lodge, shall be deemed to apply to acting members only, 


and not to honorary,””* 


These resolutions received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members present, there being as usual, but a very few city brethren 
in the Grand Lodge. One of them however, solemnly admonished 
the Body in these words: ‘ Brethren, beware what you are about.” 
Upon which the Worshipful Bro. H. L. Palmer, of West Troy, 
“ Oh! we know very well what 
The W. Bro. Tisdall strongly urged upon the 
Grand Lodge, (there being but three city members then in the 
room, besides himself,) the propriety of deferring any action on the 
proposed amendment until the evening session, when the city dele- 


sprung up and flippantly replied, 
we are about.” 


* The proposition to distranchise the Past Masters, the Worshipful John 
‘0 years before he did, 
but was persuaded not to do so at that time, as the proper time had not then at 
Tived. 
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gation could be present, and their views hon 
And moved—* That the consideration of the Proposed amend, 

be deferred until 8 o'clock, P.M.” But the motion was lay ae 
at and negatived, without debate, and that was all the lacus 


that took place, although I have seon it stated that tl joo 
Sully discussed. : ” ehh hs 


Not satisfied with the movement thus made, Grand Master Wil. 
lard appointed a new Standing Committee, which he denominated 

a “ Committee on Finance,” on which he appointed three brethren 

from the country, amongst which was the Worshipful John 8. P: 

of Troy. What the object of this committe 

until their report was received, when it was evident, another en- 
croachment on the ‘ Compact” was designed—another blow to the 
fraternity in the city of New-York, and to the Grand Stewards? 

Lodge, to exhaust the funds of the Lodges by appeals for relief, and 

thereby break them down if possible. By the “ Compact,” it was 

made the duty of the Trustees of the permanent fund,“ to invest all 
funds over three thousand dollars, annually, after paying Representa- 
tives, salaries and rent.” The three thousand dollars was intended 
for contingent expenses, but principally for charitable purposes, 
which might be disbursed by the Grand Lodge, the Grand Stewards? 
Lodge, or their quarterly committees of Charity. That sum 
in the city of New-York, where there are numerous applications 
for relief daily made by Brethren and their families, from every 
part of the world, might be readily disposed of with a strict regard 
to a just and economical disbursement, and, as all the city Lodges 
know by sad experience of twenty years of struggle, that when the 

Grand Stewards have no funds at their command, the Lodges must 

be drained oft-times of their last dollar for the reliof of distress. It 
was this which broke down many Lodges in this city during the 
reign of anti-masonry. The W. Bro. Perry’s Finance Committee, 
however, disdained to consider the Compact or the necessary provi- 
sion for the afflicted claimants on Fraternal ties. They made a 
close calculation of the money which would probably be left in the 
Treasurer’s hands after the Representatives should have been paid, 
and although they knew that $300 had been appropriated for a new 
suit of Regalia, and that the expenses of the ensuing year must be pro- 
vided for, they recommended that $700 of the amount in the hands of 
the Grand Treasurer be added to the permanent fund. ‘Their caloula- 
tion was too close, for when the Representatives had been paid, there 
remained unappropriated less than $700. The resolution could not 
be carried into effect. 

At the same Annual Communication an attempt was mite to 
supersede the Grand Treasurer Brother John Horspool, simply be- 
cause he wags obnoxious to the ruling party, but the honest, up- 
right brethren even of that party disapproved of it, because, they 
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* See his Report on the Grand Lodge of Vermont, June, 1848, 
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} inthe opinion of this meeting, it is not im the pow 
10 carry ont the proposed measure, save by the unani 
whole Praternily of the State, even if it were wise, pr 
expedient to do the same, without violating the Com: 


7; therefor 
1st. Resolved, That we are utterly opposed to the proceedings int ; 
the proposed amendments to the Constitation, offered at the Annual Commu- 
i in Jane last, by the W. Jonx S. Perry, and which received the 
tive vote of a majority of the few members of the Grand Lodge at the 
t assembled, because we deem them unreasonable, unwise, and imex- 
pedient, in violation of the good faith involved in the Compact of 5997, 
culated to excite disunion, and cause a prostration of that good feeling 
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harmony which pag 
e 


and destructive to rosperity of the Institution. 


Re attempt to carry into execution by the 4, 


ever to exist among the members of the Fra 
24, Resolved, That the attempt, t0 Cer} ation oi 
majority vote in the Grand Lodge, © e vote of es, thi ry 
of the W. Joun S. Perry, will be considered as the desire and eta 


the portion of the mem! 
‘withdraw from the Ancie! 

Bd. Resolved, That one Past Master from each Lodge in the cities . 
York and Brooklyn, and on Staten Island, be appointed an Exeeytj,” Ney 
mittee, and to address a circular letter to every Lodge, Officer, any'Com. 
Inember of all the Lodges in the State, setting forth the injustice anq “80m 

osed measure, and the fearful consequences that Dos tapes 
to the harmony and union of the Craft, if persisted in. St Teg, 
ge in the State, ang 
larly le ten sulla c : ect , be, ae they are remtley, 
0 agitate the subject, so[that it ma. fairly understood;b; lu 
of the Order. ae :. vf APY every met 
5th Resolved, That every Lodge in the State, and particularly Within 


miles of the New York City Hall, opposed to the contemplated 
offered by the W. Joun S. Perry, Tid believe that it eannot be ayer a Lodges ang pr, ¥ 
with honor or propriety, and especially by reason of its disturbing te to Immedia; Past 
pact, be reques to ppt a delegate to meet in Convention, en Com, from vari aly afte 
of New York, on the 29th of January next, at the Howard House, ary city from wot Parts 
P. M., for the purpose of agreeing upon a course of action to be purse pers est Troy, 
the next Annual communication of the Grand Lodge, to preserve thew a th had been Be) ae 
of their Past Masters, reserved under the Compact, the harmony of the Tighty ie following ag ih 
Lodge, snail influence and interest of the Fraternity of the State, Stag Co 
pie “i wed, That a copy of these proceedings be forwarded with the “The C, 
a letter mentioned in the third Resolution, and special attention ealleg® fally Make qraittee apy 
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Sommittees 


Lodge No. 69, Wolf K. Frank, 

© 86, Charles F. Bauer, 
James Herring, 
Samuel Gelston, 


137, William C. Burnet, 
. __ Knickerbocker, U. D., Lewis Ziegler. 
On motion the meeting adjourned. 
EDWARD COOK, Chairman. 
E. G. Triquer, Secretary. 


These proceedings were signed by every Brother present, except- 
ing three, and were subsequently approved by 25 Masters of 
Lodges and Past Masters who were not at that meeting. 

Immediately after that meeting, communications were received 
from yarious parts of the country, stating that with the circular 
from West Troy, called the “Geneva circular,”” three other pa- 
pers had been sent to the country Lodges, and furnishing copies of 
the following as one of those papers, which also explains the others. 


“ MEMORANDUM, 
“‘The Committee appointed at Geneva on the 9thof. August, 1848, respect- 
fally make the following suggestions, 
1. The provision as to amendments of the Constitution will be found in 
the 106th Article of the Constitution, page 51. _ It provides as follows, viz: 

“No amendment to this Constitution shall be made, or have any effect, 
until the same shall have had the affirmative vote of the Grand Lodge at two 
successive June Communications, unless in addition to the affirmatize vote of 
the Grand Lodge at one June Communication, it shall have received the affir- 
mative vote of a majority of the Lodges within this jurisdiction.”* 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge, in June, as to the roposed amend- 
ments, will be found on the 51st and 52d pagesfof the Granal Lodge proceed- 
ings, which have lately been published. 

it is considered most proper, and every way!most desirable, that the further 
action to be had on the amendments be by a direct vote of the Lodges on the 
amendments themselves. 

2. Caution should be used that all thef proceedings of each Lodge, in rela- 
tion to the amendments, be strictly regular; and uniformity among the 
Lodges, as to the form of proceedings, is desirable, so far as may be convenient, 
If the accompanying preamble and resolution express the views of your 
Lodge, we respectfully recommend their adoption in the precise form they 
are sent. They have been well considered, and are sufficient, - 

3. We advise that the amendments be acted on at a regular stated meeting 
of your Lodge; though this is not indispensably necessary. 

4. The proceedings of your Lodge on the subject should be entered at 
length in the record of Lodge proceedings; including the amendments, 

5. We advise that at least the names of the Officers present and officiating, 
be entered in the minutes of the proceedings of the evening. 

6. The Lodge should be open on the Master Mason’s degree, when the 
business is acted on. 


*The reader’s attention is particularly requested to the delusion of this 
" garbled notation,” it being Ri a part of the section of the article referred 
to, I shall refer to it again hereafier. 


28 


ii as to the votes of your Log 
3. Let the blanks in the ne and number of the Lodge th 
we enclose) be filled up Sate. If the preamble and resolution rs ig, 
village or city, amd the hat word be inserted in tho certificates jn thee bg 
adopted unaximousty, let ¢ be affixed to the certificates; and Jey i ae 
ho 


- Ss tary. Iffor any reason 4h, 
Eady be Atner, Wardens "Race it the eracaes bee 
a 


Sig 


hor 


arf he certificate of the vote of the 
5 Wi fi est that t Fe 
Sore hy ne anise raat that a a Lin Popes | on i a 
je y t immediatels » Se ; 
ject, one certificate be sen! or to H, L. Palmer, at CRIS Als 
Geneva, Ontario he other certificate be sent by yo a pecrotary tothe Gaal 
pea lhe tes a some time before the ae om ne er tecareinge ~ 

cate in dupli i ai a : 
the certificate in duplicate will Surly information as possible of thas aN 
AM@! 


“oN . odge act upon the subjeg, 
¥ mmend that your Lodge act ubject ay 
any pbs gers f Tn its own judgment, have sufficiently considereg win 


action it is proper for it to take. 
ce ith its “ garbled extract,” had not been 
é haa becag pet with it sosthern part of the State, and Was ent 
denily intended to be kept secret as long as possible from the Lodge, 
in the City, to convey a new idea to the Lodges in the county 
and to press the passage of an alteration of an old Regulay! 
and the adoption of a new one, by the votes of single Lodges, With, 
out their being “at last duly enacted with the consent of the ma, 
jority of the members present,” at the June Communication fy 
lowing. 

epoca of this information, the executive committee hel 
& meeting on the 11th November, 1848, and agreed to publish an} 
forward to all the Lodges in the State the proceedings of the mes, 
ing held on the 31st October, in advance of the circular, which hy 
that meeting they had been ordered to prepare. The same wy 
afterwards republished with the circular. i 
In accordance with the request of the meeting of the 31st a 


tober, a convention of Lodges, by their delegates, was held on 
29th of January, and by adjournment, on the 10th of Febr 
1849, in which every Lodge in the city of New-York and vici 
(except Holland » to which the Grand Secretary, Boyd, 
Ionged,) was represented, and several from other parts of the § 
Their proceedings were published and sent to all the Lod; 
and are as follows :-— ‘ 
AT A CONVENTION OF LODGES under the Juri 
of the M. W. Grand eM of the ancient and honorable 
nity of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New-Yor 
in the City of New-York, on Monday evening, January 29, 
5849, at the Howard House, in pursuance of a request 
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On motion, Resalved, That all Master Masons in good standag 
permitted to be present at the meetings of the Convention 

Ri. W. Isaac Pammauirs, after some extended remarks aa the 
organization and history ef the Grand Lodge of this Stata, the ed 


he 
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of the Grand Lodge. ; 
On motion, Resolved, That this Conv 
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Saturday evening, t! 
Adjourned. 
Sarurpay Bvenrne, February 10, A. L. 584g 


Present—The Officers and Lodges as before, with the addition gf 
Mount Vernon, No. 3, W. F. G. Tispaxt, (proxy) : 
Trinity, . No. 12, W. B. Kretscuer. 

Washington, No. 21, W. T. G. Herzurn, 

Painted Post, No. 117, W. J. B. SarrerruwattE, (proxy) 
Rt. W. James Herrine, proxy for St. Patrick’s No. 4, wa 


ention do now adjourn 4, 
it 7 o’clock, 


absent from the city.) 

The following report from the Committee on Resolutions wy 
received, read, fully discussed, and unanimously adopted, the ques 
tion taken separately on each resolution, and then on the preambi 


and resolutions together. 
The Committee to whom was referred the Preamble and Resoly 


tions offered at the Convention of Delegates of Lodges, held on th 
29th of January last, respectfully recommend the same for adop 


tion, as amended, and which are as follows :— 
Wuereas, by the original Charter or Warrant of the Gra 


Lodge of this State, granted in the year 1781 by the Most Wa 
shipful Grand Lodge of England, in ample form assembled, (» 
cording to the old Constitutions of Masonry granted at York! 
Prince Edwin, A. D. 926, and of Free Masonry 4926,) the righ 
and franchises of Past Masters as members of the Grand Lodg# 
clearly defined and expressed ; AND wueRxas, from that peril! 
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New-York, February 10th, 
On motion, it eoiente of Seven be appointed to ne change 
Resolved, Tha f this Convention—to act upon any contingensy 

he pce 4 after its adjournment—to adopt fe : meg. 

ps pati may deem necessary to carry out i an he 8, With 
sures - tithe Convention again together if they t i Proper, 

The following Delegates were appointed said aim ee 

Rt. W. W. W118, of No. , 

: of No. 26, 


. J. Parurps, 
BW ay ia rikeanrerebigrptesNol? 108, 


W. E. Coox, of No. 1, 
W. R. Rozerts, of No. 20, 
W. F, G. Tispatt, of No. 3, 
W. J. B. Woop, of No. 66. 


jon, the Convention then adjourned. ’ 
Re Baw, Woon, Sedhotcy DANIEL WEST, President,» 


It is plain that in these transactions there was no concealment af 
sentiments, nothing equivocal, no underhanded mancuvering, n 
idea of a separation from the Grand Lodge of the State, no thought 
of organizing a new Grand Lodge; but, on the contrary, a deter. 
mination to maitain the rights of all the Lodges and all their 
members, to maintain the organization of the Grand Lodge as con 
stituted and established by rts Charter ; to maintain the Compad 
of 1827 inviolate, and thus preserve the original Grand Lodge, the 
LANDMARKS of the Order, and the Constitution of Ancient Yor 
Masonry. And this is what they believe they have accomplishel, 
notwithstanding all the malignant and vindictive slanders whid 

have been sent forth to the Masonic world by their antagonists. 
Early in February, 1849, a second circular letter was issued fron 
the Geneva Committee, through the West Troy post-office, It 
that circular they affected to treat the proceedings which had taker 
place in New York as merely tho actions of “New York Pat 


Masters,” Tt says the unexpected grounds upon which the Net 


York Past Masters, both at their meeting and in their addres) 
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have seen fit to rest their opposition to the amendm: 

tirely without just foundation, and, at the same ay = algae an 
that they consider it their duty once more to address the Bele 
and they proceed throughont that circular to carry out their fate 
of prejudicing the minds of their readers by falsehoods, sisybprese 
tations and garbled Quotations ; they attempt to degrade the Mo- 
ther Grand Lodge from which our Masonic existence was derived. 
(of which they ought to have been as much ashamed as at an effort 
to degrade their own mothers ;) they occupy nearly two pages of 
their pamphlet in extolling “‘ the high and conclusive authority ” 
of the old book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England. 
published in 1723 ; and sneer at ‘ the writer of the Past Masters? 
address,” who they say “‘ cither from a strange want of knowledge 
in himself, or a strange belief in the ignorance of others, has thought 
proper to allude to it slightingly as a work of no authority, and as 
a Constitution merely of ‘ Modern Masons,’ ? when, in truth, “ the 
Past Masters’ address,” as they are pleased to style it, makes no 
allusian to that book whatever. 

They say that the New York Past Masters rest their [opposition 
to the amendment on the ground “that it is in conflict with their 
own ‘ vested’ and ‘inalienable? rights; that they claim they haye a 
© vested,’ ‘inherent,’ and ‘inalienable’ right to be rulers over the 
whole Fraternity of the State forever.” This is misrepresentation. 
The Past Masters have set up no claim to be rulers over the whole 
Fraternity of the State: they simply claim their rights and fran- 
chises as members of the Grand Lodge, and not as rulers over the 
whole Fraternity. 

This circular, however, on its own misrepresentation, calls this a 
claim “‘ bold and startling,” and says that, 


« If the Lodges by their vote on the amendments sanction this claim, then 
the prosperity of our Order is forever blasted ; its fate is forever sealed ; for 
public opinion will not uphold and sustain any society based upon principles 
so entirely at war with the institutions of our country. No anti-masons evet 
promulgated a slander upon our Order which was so well calculated to in- 
jure and destroy it as this which has been published by these Past Masters of 
the city of New York.” 


Of whom was the author of that circular writing ?—Of the Past 
Masters of the city of New ‘York. And of what does he accuse 
them ?-—Of publishing a slander against the Order better calculated 
to destroy it than any slander ever promulgated by any anti-masons. 
I call this insolence to the Past Masters of the city of New York, 
and to the Lodges which espoused their cause as their own; and it 
js more than insolence—it is falsehood. ‘ 

‘The author of the second circular issued from West Troy selects 


* passage from the Ahiman cor ted (and he might have selected 


34 


i . 
es as pointless,) and then says: ‘‘ The Ahi 
ew Fork Past Masters so much trust in waa 
4, is di conclusive to establish th, fas 
SS ET fo ANCIENT USAGE, Past Masters were nox nat 
bas af 5 nd Lodge.”’ ~ 


bers of the Grand ‘talsehood ; and will show other E 
this also a falsehood ; Her quotas; 
I Pea shority. in their proper places, to prove ita falsehood 
a ‘author of that Circular ay th Names is ¥ ast Mas. 
i Rezon of Pennsylvania, as good auth... 
ters refer to the Ahiman That Ahiman Rezon, ¢ RSs 


LBS 37 tter. And so it is. 
ig greta fairly and honestly copied, and as we have Publishey 


: ‘ lation’ from the book of 1723. _ It thus declay 
py cee a of the Masonic Pra eey Past Masta a 
were not members of the Grand Lodge, ant as Jaane ee bein. 
Served by the innocent and unsuspecting bret! peas is State, that 
there was nothing more in the Abiman age oe Pennsylvania, pa 
the subject. Our Pennsylvania brethren, aoe pies ey omit ex- 
amining their own editions of the Ahiman Heten? ay a at 826, for 
themselves. I call the above extracta © ur et ‘é rac : from the 
Ahiman Rezon of Riqunay anes and will show other extracts, nog 
i in the proper place. 
80 Forrch artilloes th, ace of this State have suffered them. 
selves to be misled, as to the true state of the question at issue, 
They trusted the men ws, pppeared Me fe at ee be the 
never for a mom: eir 
country Lodges, and probably, eee tar Ga 
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’ N ew-York, have been deceived by the same misrepresentations, and 


Tcannot doubt that in other places, prejudices have been very strong. 
ly excited against our course at the final action, by the same species 
of cunningly devised, fabulous, yet ingenious fabrications. z 
The above will suffice as ‘examples of the manner in which the 
author or authors of those circulars from Troy, abused the conf. 
dence of our country brethren, and, indeed, of all others who have 
continued to support the cause of the late Grand Master and Grand 
Secretary. Many of the respectable brethren who lent the influ. 
ence of their names to those circulars, would not have done so, | 
am sure, had they followed the injunction to “‘ search the Serj 


tures” for themselves. 
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sent forth circulars in pamphets or letters, expressive of the views 
taken by them on the question before them, for or against the pro- 
posed amendments. And the Grand Secretary Boyd, published: 
copy of the original Charter, with his certificate attached, that 
was “an exact copy of the ORIGINAL CHARTER of the G 
Lodge of the State of New-York.” [See Appendix A.] 
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At the quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
March, 1849, member of the Executive Committee, which as be. 
fore mentioned, was appointed on the 10th of February, Precedin 7 
offered the following preamble and resolutions, which were sea 
mously adopted and ordered to be published, and sent forth to the 
Fraternity of the State. 

“GRAND LODGE. 
QUARTERLY MEETING. 
New-York, March 6, A, L. 5849. 

R. W. Isaac Phillips, P. D. G. M. offered the following Preamble and Re- 
solutions, which were read : 

“ Whereas, At the last Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge, a 
proposition was made in the form of an Amendment to its written Constitu- 
tion, which if adopted and allowed, would’ have the effect of disfranchising 
and depriving Past Masters (one of the Classes of members composing the 
Grand Lodge,) of their right to vote in this Body ; thus virtually changing 
and revolutionizing its composition as it has existed from the period of its 
original Charter; And Wuereas, such proposition is without warrant in said 
Constitution, at variance with all the principles upon which this Grand Lodge 
was originally constituted, has ever been maintained, and is now established ; * 
in direct violation of and dangerous to the safety and permanency of the Ar- 
ticles of Union or Compact, unanimously agreed to at the Union of the two 
Grand Lodges existing in this State, in the year 5827, and destructive to the 
peace and harmony of this Grand Lodge; And Wuereas, any departure 
from these settled and fixed principles, would enable Past Masters with equal 
propriety, when in the majority, to take from Masters or Wardens of Lodges, 
their right to vote as members of the Grand Lodge, or in like manner, would 

enable the Wardens to cut off the rights of Masters of Lodges whenever oc- 
casion or convenience might seem to them to require such proceeding. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is not in the power of one portion of the members of the 
Grand Lodge to disfranchise another portion, possessing the same rights, de- 
riving its existence from the same source, and ¢o-equal in all respects, as a 
component part of the Grand Body. 

Resolved, That the proposition offered at the last Annual Communication, 
to deprive Past Masters of their right to vote in the Grand Lodge, is unconsti- 
tutional and revolutionary, and that any action tending to its consummation, 
either by the vote of Lodges, or by any vote of the Grand Lodge, would be 
void and of no force or effect. 

Resolved, That it is our unalterable determinationgto maintain the Union of 
5827, whatever may be the action of the Lodges on the proposed Amendment, 
by preserving the rights of Past masters as they exist, under the said Compact 
of Union, and as they have existed from the first organization of the G. Lodge 
of this State. 2 

Resolved, That any action that will destroy the right of Past Masters to 
vote as members of the Grand Lodge, would be at variance with sacred obli- 
gations—and any assumption of power, however specious, not contained 
and clearly expressed in the Articles of Union, of June 5827, would be in 
violation of good faith. 

Resolved, ePhat while we fully admit that this Grand Lodge, when duly con- 
vened. has the power to make laws, to regulate and preserve the rights of its 

members, to direct the manner and form they shall be exercised and enjoyed, 
we utterly and unqualifiedly deny its power or authority to abrogate or Ds- 
srroy any of those rights, excepting for just cause, 
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to this matter. I defer any suggestion for the fature, but this I Will say, 
think the way is clear to place the whole matter before the fraternity of the 
State, in a manner entirely satisfactory and not eompromise any dignity ind 
vidvally or collectively, and this I would recommend, It wil be the mean 
of allaying much angry feeling that at present exists, and in my opinion, 
strengthen the present PARTY. — * * * * 

“There will be an abundance of time to promulgate any ORDER necessary 
reference to this, and sincerely hope you may see it in the same light we 


but the opinion expressed is known only to ourselves, (Bro. Coles, yours} 
and myself.”) * . * * * 
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of that correspondence, which may be referred ta hereafter, If ne 
cessary. 

On the approach of the Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge in June last, the Grand Seeretary notified the Masters of te 
Lodges in New-York, ina manner entirely unprecedented They 
had always been notified to attend with their Past Masters wad 
Wardens (at that season) af 7 clock, but on thas eooaston, Uday 
were merely informed that the annual meeting would be held 
at the Howard House, on Tuesday Evening, the S00 ef Fema, 
‘At what howr on Tuesday evening, was evidently amnitied WARD SOMO 
design, but whether to tako advantage of the eity members bY Ci 
yening a party by secret notices at an eartier hour than customary, 
and have the Grand Lodge opened without them, or whether N was 
intended to defer the meeting to so late an hour as & aftied an ox 
cuse for laying all business over, (ogpedially the most momentos 


business, of the session) until the next morning, or to Tnorease the 
excitement which already prevailed, no one could tell, andnoone eould 


obtain an explanation. The G. Seoretary constantly retwedt tf Ate 
swer the Masters of Lodges who called on him to ascertain the Awe 
at which they should notify their Past Masters and Wardens, Lang 
pefore the hour of seven ‘arrived, there was & large awsornblage ¢ 
mbers in waiting, and at that howr, the Grand Lodge room, Whit 
#3 hg well filled, so that many Who came late Weee 
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uv 


“a majority of,” 
aang tite 


TING os testa 

’ Rare saranee a 

iD: * e his 4p. > an ~ 

bees pore fy u did 2° E Grand Warden M 
et ral 


“nes gon th Chair ~ Master was ow 
sin to take that tl e G. sgcomforts, the Body waited 


heir p? ff mS 
wen no. Willis take the Chait, (to whieh ft 


aster proceeded to ts but haq 
nis call the P-D- an it was announced that the Gray 
is Cm" * tee Be was ae a approacin 
ter was 1 | pe vacated by Bro, Waulis, with abn 
Master which was oe Grand Master needed no explanatigge 
wet rat hand, in @ situation (as I have been credibly 
een near 2 14 hear, and be ae see, all that hag 
Lodge room, 22d when he found that the Gran 
nthe Grand ened without him, he also appeared amon 
edients were resorted to, to waste away 
he ing ty sare ee conversations, 
the evening ; s distinct! told to the assembl i 
I time, distin ly y, that hig 
and silence i Ran of life or death to the Past Masters had now 
first ve in ‘At length the Grand Secretary was directed to fill the 
been rere and it being ascertained that all present were mem, 
yacan 3 Next he was directed to 


the Grand Lodge was opened. 
aes ‘oll of Lodges: “instead of dong what he had been dire 
he first announced that the amendment to the Constitution prop 


at the last Annual Communication, had been adopted by (a majoyj 
of) all the Lodges.{ This most extraordinary act, of woe 


them. But s 


to make an official announcement before the Lodges had been called. 
was unprecedented, and he was called to order by a member, wi 
in the act of making the statement. The M. W. Grand Master in, 


ee 

* The Deputy Grand Master absented himself, and the Senior Grand Wj 

den was dead, 

_t There has been a statement put in circulation that the ' 
lis on taking the Chair, “ declared the session opened,” IDEA: 
= Leet oi w aa the ao of Lodges who declined,” and that state 
y untrue, Brother Willis had not time to ffices, be 

Hep. Willag made his appearance. If it had ee “Bro. Wi 
ot have entered without announcement, Bro. Wy ila 


¢ The announcement he actuall in hi 
ally made in his i 1 
Tinie give his speech, pipreneiami 
” 


oz way ume te 
camel the Grand Lodge, 2nd that be wosld 
hed taken with the utesxctt Gruner The 
e Grand Lodge knew the a 
= order, snd 2ceording to the = 
Grand Lodge of thie State, and they mesifcted 2s 
2 muainteseance of the potition they hed taken to be 
as he to suppress them, end with fully as much of re- 
ty. He, however, repelled the forts of many Bre- 
to put the motion, or the appeal, to the vote of 
znd only replied with heavy Vows of the Gard 
1? Wearied and 


Master replicd, that it was. 
nt the question on the appeal, and it was sustained without 
- vote. 
thstanding this unequivocal evidence of the wish of the Body, 
t the to reed the minutes should be put to the vote, 
Grand Master Willard still refused to entertain it. The Senior 


Gravd Warden then put the question onthe of the minutes, 
and i was adopted without 2 dissenting vote. But the Grand Mas- 
vottively refased to allow the minutes to 


making allusions in 
be terminated his speecl 
not get up ete aes ot 
This was inly cappi climax 
shits were ever attered in a Grand Lodge by 
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P And yot not one of ther 4, 
ia conatiuents. 
»¢ to hia con 


? homselyos treated with 
aste ¢ oy found t vt one h eon. 

a Grand Mast Jace, W bon a rold them in subservienc ane his gj 
mov an attempt mace he official rank which they t NemsGl ye 


tomp and 

tation by the 
<t conferres 

had ¢ it 


"q of tl 
patrong hand of 


y which they sould deprive him At the: 
a esa expression of their feat 
a hey had fis neighbor. Not one disrespectful worq hag 
vad every man to bh Some had found it necessary £2. addrosg hi 
ings uttered to him. »0, because he himself made it necossary \y ee 
peg} tone of ee with his heavy gavel upon aie Mahog. 
aah continues an retorted upon him an offensive ord, Those 
any table. Noto tho courao which tho M. W. Grand Mag 
who were oppose z s thon taking, felt the high responsibility of theip 
had taken, and te ow they were engaged in a high and holy Cause, 
position. They aay justice, and the rights of men, Against the 
the cause of eer and_as it appeared, a despot, who had Sur. 
efferts of a Gareth: ul faction through whose agency a large 3 
rounded himself w s aaa confiding brethren in this State,had been do. 
tion A ale eee te brethren who had always acted towards them 
luded to contene age recollection of that Grand Annual Communi. 
in good faith. aS for a momont, from the progress of the nar. 
‘on, has diverted me for Phare Abs prog 
gator, ‘Troturn to the point of digression, 
ratize. 218 1 Master after his “ animated speech,” called the Ww. 
gies vay to tho Kast andrequested him to read the « Rules 
Wn. H. pig eee d Lodge, which were listened to in silence. 
of Order” 0 » reserved for some time ; when the Grand Master 
That sane Grand Warden, Bro. Phillips, and enquired of 
panne toe, He if he ordered the minutes to be read, he thought the 
pene, a! ild listen to his address afterwards. Bro, Phillips 
gt sods eld The Grand Master then asked if the minutes 
Ronee Fd ne (Bro. Phillips) would pledge himself that no fuy. 
ans ik should be made on them, but to approve them. Bro, 
Phill; s replied, that he hadno control whatever over the matter, ang 
eould ad hold himself responsible for the action of any other, but he 
would promise to use his influence to that effect. At the latter pant 
of this private conversation, Rt. W. Bro, Willis was present, and 
on their return to their places, the minutes of the quarterly meeti 
of the Grand Lodge were read and approved, and the minutes gf 
the Grand Stewards’ Lodge were read and disposed of as usual, 
The Grand Master then delivered an address, partly written and 
partly, as he said, unwritten, in the course of which he declared 
that the amendments to the Constitution offered at the last June 
Communication, had received the affirmative vote of 56 Lod 
. ¥ . . 
“and are an integral part of the Constitution ; ” he algo announced 


the number of ney Lodges, which had been constituted under his 
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et nearly all of there heed gives 
2, but he did 


= a 
Grand Vast 


oi, # 


MW. Grand Master, 22 
G. Lodg 


rand Lodge, was now 
ing? Tow 
Wherespon, 
irtae of the decision made by 
Communication, the Body 
and Lodge of the State of 
oa, as ever been mail 
+ Grand Warden) called upon those wm 
Grand Lodge who were determined to maintain its integrity ac- 
cording to the original constituting, and in accordance with the 
articles of Union of 5827, to continue the constitutional organiza- 
tion of the Grand Lodge, and on motion being duly seconded and 
carried, the 
Rt W. Past Deputy Grand Master William? g 
Willis, was “called upon to preside as ro Leos 
. Jesse Phillips, P D. G M. as D. G. M. 
Edward Cook, of No 1, as 5. G. W. 
_ E. B. Hart, of No. 26, as J. G. W. 
y, James Herring, P. G. S. as G. Sec. 
, Jokn Solomons, of No. 23, as G. Treas. 
remained G. Marshal 
“  G. Stand. Bearer. 
“ — G, Sword Bearer. 


“ — G, Stewards. 


s.G.D. 
J. G..D. 
G. Pursuivant. 
G. Tiler. 


a 


was then direct 


ed to call the Lo, 
er Marsh’s Maso, 


t. h 
Secretary P- ei one of Brot by the hands ap°Bie 


¢ Grand urred, ut Brother, th 
lay occ some sng made, the foljgy-2? 
vs sve was forwarded, call of Lodges eet Masters — Mowing 
Regi Marshal- ‘ ee resentatives and Pas a ee 
Gemnded by their BP No. 1} German Union Lodge, No. 54 
resp? = Lodg "9 Hohenlinden 2 aS 
Sf PAroh “ Soy La Ee? « « %4 
‘Vernon i «< 4] Richmon é 2 «66 
st. Patsick’s a « 12| Montgomery é an) 
‘nity “ « 44] Naval ae «88 
a je m « 417| Washington mu : % 
aH mn Francaise, « 19) Pythagoras — "; * 85 
Fortitude “ « 20! Schodae Union 4 ; 9 
Abrams z « 21} Strict Observance ne “94 
Washington a « 23) Manitou io 108 
Adelphi “ « 26| Prattsyille “© Tig 
Albion e « 27) Anglo Saxon & “13 
Mt. Moriah ” « 28| Knickerbocker “ U.D, 
Benevolent 


y de, and carried unanimously,—“ That the 

A motion s peer to elect its Grand Officers for the 

Grand Lodge hich was done in a Constitutional manner, ani 
ensuing year, 


og tee che of New-York, M. W. Grand Master, 

Rt. W. Isaac Ferien, of Johnstown, W. D. Grand Masi, 
« Tomas D. James, of Albany, S. a Stet 
« Davin Boots, of Schodac, " - zs cn. 

Rt. “ Jawes Herrine, of New-York, G. Secretary. 

“° & Joun HorspooL, « G. Treasurer. 


“  & Jou CorFin, o pe eae 
* Wituram BoarDMAN, - Pursuivant. 
“ GreenrreLp Pore, ae G. Tiler. 
“ JosepH M. Marsu, 2d Class 


“ Rosert Roserrs, Grand. Stownedan 
« N. F. Warne, Fa 


The Rt. W. P. D. G. M. William Willis presiding, placed 
the Oriental Chair, the Grand Master elect, who returned thanks 
for the honor conferred, and the Grand Lodge proceeded to 
business. 

After which the Grand Lodge was adjourned until the 
evening at 7 o’clock. 

' While some part of the before mentioned proceedings 

progress, a scene was enacted near the Grand Seere 

table which I did not witness, nor hear of at the time, and 
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in the box alluded to, was the individual property 
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* See Appendix B. 
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Lodge, whatey, 

«, for the Grand er 
It is a most fortunate ioe think of it, that the cash book, 
the Brethren .d House. ° < s 
nl a remain at the a eee narrated, having 393 e the qgaatil 
The Grand Lodge, fe 6th of June, Santee which he 
Wednesday Carles called to order the Grand Lodges of whad 


Lodge room, Swath have jnformed all ent to say here, that th, 


: i fiici 
been publishes k place. It will be sw been installed, were th, 
subsequently took P| had not begerede poearend Merchast 


Officers elect, Grand uf 

W. Past Gra! ing in attendance, ins 
systalled. The M. E being in » installed 
of the Grand Lod; poe New jonnd Master of the Grand Lodge g 
the M. W. Isaac Phillips ® yas proclaimed by the Grand May. 


f New- 
fa oa congratulated by the re 
Lodges and by the faith 

Thus the intrigue and 


used to effect the ae defeated ; still the Grand Lodge of this 


tives of Lodges up 

to be ; still the sonia 
ord be soon restored. 

oT he Grand Lodge, of which I have the honor to be the Grand 


for the 18th year, claims to be the true and origz, 
Grand Todge of the State of New-York, and the Lodges which as. 
semble under its banner vindicate and justify themselves in the 
course they have taken, under the compulsion of circumstances be- 
yond their control, in maintaining the organization of the Grang 
Lodge, as originally constituted by Charter from the Grand Lodge 
of Ancient Free Masons of England, on the following grounds ;— 
Ist. That the Réghts and Franchises of their Past Masters ag 
associated members of the Grand Lodge of this State, with the 
Grand Master and Masters and Wardens of the particular Lo 
of the jurisdiction, are of great antiquity and are Inherent Righis 
and Franchises. 
From the best historical records, it is by Masons universally hq 
lieved to be a well-attested fact, that on the re-establishment of 
Masonry in England, the Most Ancient General Assembly, or Grand 
Lodge, was founded in England in the year 926, under the patron. 
age of Prince Edwin, the king’s brother. ‘“ For in all the old 
Constitutions it is written to this purpose, viz :—That tho? the 
ancient Records of the Brotherhood in England were most of then 
eorares or lost in the. wars with the Danes, who burnt the Mo 
nasteries where the Records were kept; yet king Athe/stan, (the 


grandson of king Alfred,) the first annointed kin of England, who 
translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon ages, when bead 
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held, when the 
nd feast were 26° 
Iago of the 8 EN on Lodge, tet ae 
algeet Seger a ensuing your mh 
chair. EN ee ter 0 installe 7 the 
> Grand Maste’ said oldest Masters An Goseee 


me year thi 


Anthony Sayer - the sa 
was forthwith Pere abs and, CT ar hen entered on the 
Master of the he Gra' Wardens, and commanded the 

him and his Wardens 


. > we. . 
who paid him homag ointed his 
f his office, SPETA" Lodges to Meer ™ tthe same time, ty 


duties © 
four 0% eee se, them 
eee oF communication, oy a punctual attendance on the 
a U the Frater? 
Fraternity were the 


recommend to @ oT ast. 
wien ane I eenblies of the eit mo 
AnpualnAee ce d tribunal previous to 8 e 
dof the whole Fraternity who 

washer venient to attend, from the Grand Mas. 
ebeeey he tered apprentice 5 and although in the first, 
ni Grand Lodge of England, 


ter to the youngest enich’ it the 
book of Constitations pone spressly named, they cannot be for 
in 1723, Past ¥ aed. for. the whole body of the Fraternity being 
renee esent and to vote, the Past Masters were necessarily 
ane Re er this, to me, seems to be a sufficient reason why 
inclu . 


they were not expressly named in that edition of the ‘ Consti- 


tutions.” ity to sit in the Grand Lod, 
he rights of the Fraternity to sit in the Grand Lodge of 
ee el after its revival in 1717, may be seen by 
ference to the book of Constitutions above mentioned, and those 
a6 find the same in Preston, who says :— 


who have not access to it, will 
however, soon began to discover, that the 


“« old Lodges, 1 
Fe apd aaron pasts represented with them at the Communications, 
might in process of time, so far out-number the old ones as to have it in their 
power, by a majority, to encroach on, or even subvert the privileges of the 
original Masons of England, which had been centered in the four old Lodges 
with the concurrence of the Brethren at large; therefore, they very wisely 
formed a code of laws for the future government of the Society, to which was 
annexed an additional clause, which the Grand Master for the time being, his 
successors, and the Master of every Lodge to be thereafter constituted, were 
bound to preserve inviolate in all. time coming. The conditional clanse 


referred to runs thus :— c 
‘Every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make 
new regulations, or to alter these, for the real benefit of this ancient Fraternity; 
provided always, that the old landmarks be carefully presetved ; and that 
such alterations and new regulations be proposed and agreed to at the third 
quarterly Communication preceding the annual grand feast; and that they 
be offered also to the perusal of all the Brethren before dinuer, in writing, even 
of the youngest apprentice ; the epurobation and consent of the majority of: 
the Brethren present being absolutely necessary to make the same inding 
obligatory.’ This remarkable clause, with thirty-eight articles preceding 
all of which are printed in the first edition of the of Constitutions, wet 
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fi hundred and ify Pireuices at ie Se Gray 
tationers’ Hall, on St. John the Baptist’s day, 1721, au in 
fly and fe t lat ped by the Master and Wardens of the four old’ Lodges 
reir presence f. and by Philip, Duke of Wharton, then Grand Masters 
one Tesaguliers M. D. and F. R. §. Deputy Grand Master; Joshua 

s Desaguliers, M.D. ane "=a wardens, and by the Master and 
Timsehs of sixteen i been constituted between 1717 and 
Wai, on the other part.” 
There are named four Grand Officers, and the Masters and 
Wardens of four old and sixteen new Lodges, making a total of 
sixty-four signers of the one hundred and fifty voters at that 
meeting of the Grand Lodge in 1721. Whether the remainder of 
the 150, being 86 jn number, @ majority of the whole by whom the 
Regulations and this additional clause were approved, and con- 
1 were Past Masters, or Brethren of inferior rank, is of 
no consequence, it being evident that Past Masters had a right 


to be at that Grand Lodge and a right to vote. 
Scareely, however, had this compact been signed and the book 
ordered to be printed, (in 1721,) when innovations began to be 
made upon it, and upon what were then understood to be land- 
1d Masons became disgusted, and in a 


marks of the order. The o ‘ d 
ted, on account of those mnovatrons, organ- 


few years after separa 
jzed according to the Ancient York Constitutions, and from them 
the Grand Lodge of this State derived their Charter, and holds 
lineal descent. 

‘As the Masters and 
Lodges are the Represen' 


are the Representatives 0 


Wardens of the particular or subordinate 

tatives of the Lodges, so the Past Masters 

f the Fraternity at large in Grand Lodge 

assembled, and the plea which has been made by the advocates for 

ousting the Past Masters, or depriving them of their franchises in 

the Grand Lodge of the State of N: ew-York, that it would be more 
“ republican,” is not only unmasonic, but as anti-republican as it 
would be for the Senators, representing States, to say to the imme- 
diate representatives of the people in the Congress of the United 
States, “you shall no longer vote, because we alone are the true 
representatives of the Confederated States.” 

From the original organization of the Grand Lodge of New- 
York, the Masters of Lodges have always been elected by the mem- 
bers of their Lodges, with the full knowledge, that when those offi- 
cers had passed the Chair, they would remain members of the Grand 
Lodge, so long as they cont inued members of a Lodge in the State: 
and the Masters of Lodges in this State, when taking upon them- 
selves the cares and labors of office, looked forward to the rights 
and privileges of membership for life in tho Grand Lodge, as the 
height of their ambition. ‘The rights and franchises of full and 
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Grand Lodge, have been Boestecen by them 
from the earliest date of authentic masonic history is fre 
eee eS ese gba ag and guaranteed to 
“4 = be : d 
poet cae al favors or courtesies, but ve ee 
Bee i ice of one year in the Chair, 8 
us right of election ta Lodge of this State from its origin to the 
ati te 
press a Pie a thors Talal change in the organi. 
the side of those who d the 25 
sition or the Gata Lodge of New-York, ele emp! a fos 
eular published by @ committee professing ad ane 
at Geneva, in this State, on the 9th of August, 5 
0 inquire when or where the provision was first intro. 


ert ianonmnterese ii i Masonic jurisdi 
‘ails in this State, and some other j ice 
vais n nd Lodge. The 


believe that, like 
pon the fraternity unawares, and first came 


equal membership in the 


g 2 it had 
the Grand Lodge-of England x be seen by reference to the masonic Const, 


Lodge of this State. 

Grand Lodge of England, whe! 

from its mother and became an 

The writer of that circular by 2 little further examination of the 

books referred to by him, might have pronounced it equally “ g,, 
tain” that the Duke of Athol had never been Grand Master of thy 
Grand Lodge of England, at either of those dates, because hi, 
name is not to be found in either of the books referred to ; and yet 
the Duke’s name stands written at the head of the Charter of thy 
Grand Lodge of New-York, ‘in the seventh year of his Granj 
Mastership ;” he was Grand Master in Scotland also, in 1777 anj 
1778, and continued to be Grand Master of the Ancient Craft ip 
England, until 1813. 

To say that this inquiry is not material, is to turn the atten. | 
tion from a most important point, and it no doubt answered the pu. 
pose intended ; but to declare that between 1746 and 1786, embr 
cing the period when the Grand Lodge of New-York was foundei, 
“that Past Masters were not members of the Grand Lodge of En 
land,” and to attempt the proof of that assertion by reference) 
books published by a body of Masons who were utterly disoral) 


: ; ' 

* That Circular bears strong internal evidence of having been preparellf 
Grand Master Willard, and other evidence which I have seen, ein I 
of that fact. 
i 
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odge of Ancient Masons of England, (the mother 

Wd aoe tf ais own,) was certainly betraying great ignorance, 
shameless effrontery. With the Grand Lodge in London, to 
oF se Books of Constitations the Geneva Committee referred, the 
wie d Lodge of New-York never had any connection or inter- 
arse until after it was merged in “the united Grand Lodge of 
os land, jn 1813,” and it only remains for me to quote from the 
ore ‘Ahiman Rezon,” or Book of Constitutions of our own mother 
Grand Lodge, such passages a8 prove the rights of Past Masters in 


that Grand Lodge, and the errors of our opponents. 


« Rules and Regulations for the government of the Grand Lodge during 
the es of public Business :—That no brothers be ‘admitted into the G. Lodge, 
pot the immediate members thereof, viz. the four present, and all former 
Grand Officers, the Treasurer and Secretary, the Masters, Wardens and Past 
Masters of all regular Lodges, except a brother whois apetitioner, OT awil- 
ess in some case, OF one called in by motion.” Ahiman Rezon, page 125. 

{and Ed. 1826, page 61, “ All Past G. Masters, Past Deputy 
Grand Masters, Past Grand Watdens, and Past Musters of warranted 
Lodges on record, whilst they conunue members of any regular Lodge, are 
likewise by courtesy as well as by custom, considered members of, and admitted 
to vote in all the Grand Lodges.* (See Ed. A. Rezon, 1783, published by or- 
der of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, page 59, and in old copy of A. R. page 
108. New-York Bool Ed. 1801, pa: 
deputed to represent ‘all the officers of any particular Lodge, (and consequent- 
ly such Lodge itself,) in the Grand Lodge, he ought not to ‘be under the rank 
of a Past MasTsr, oF one who hath otherwise passed the Chair in some regu- 
Jar Lodge.” [A. R. Ed. 1783, page 60.) “All ‘matters inthe Grand Lodge are 


cannot attend at the time appointed for his installment, he may be installed by 
proxy, on signifying his acceptance of the office, but such proxy must be 
either the last or a former Grand Master, or else @ very respectable Past Mas- 
rer.” [Ibid. page 69.] 

“All Grand Officers, present and past, take place of every Master of a 
Lodge, and the present Grand Officers, take place of all Past Grand Officers, 
Nevertheless, any of them may waive their privilege, to do honor to any emi- 
nent Brother and Past Master, whom the Fodge may be willing to place in 
the Chair on any particular occasion.” Ibid page 77.* 


Pasr Masters were amongst the most active members of the 
Grand Lodge of England when the Union was effected, in 1813, 
and they are members at the present time, notwithstanding all that 
has been written and said to the contrary, as the following will show. 


Extracts from the General Regulations of the Grand Lodge of England, 
Ea, 1847,“ Every brother regularly elected and installed as Master of a 


* The Geneva Committee jn their second letter from Troy, omitted these 
paragraphs, amongst their quotations; the reason for which could not be mis- 
taken. They jntended to deceive, by garbled quotations and misrepresentations, 
and it is amongst the things most seriously to be regretted, that several of 
the brethren who signed ft were the first deceived, and lent their names to de- 
ceive others, 


4 
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Lodge, who has executed that office for one year 

a subscribing member, of any Lodge, ranlcas a a M AON ae he pontlnues 
ber of the Grand Lodge. Subscription as a membcy FansTBR, and be a mem. 
to preserve his rank and rights as a Past of any Lodge is sufficient 


; aste g 
months ceased to subscribe to any Lodge, he shait Cut after having for twelve 


. 4 I no i A 
a Past Master, or continue a member of the q ‘onger enjoy the rank 

‘All matters are to be decided by a majority up GOUS*” Page 18, 
one vote.” Ibid, page 25. VOUS, cach member having 


The rights and privileges of th. 
*¢ and,” (to use the nutes ofa sri ate nant inherent ; 
Jurisdiction,) “an attempt to disfranchise such breth Rost of that 
so far as London iy, concerned, would cause a aie 
of oP ore ssn sure.”? 
2dly. e feghts of th 
ted hearse in ike Grand: eres ‘this Pir hec 
Master and Grand Wardens, ree the Master: tf a the Grand 
particular or subordinate Lodges thereof, pee ardens of the 
In addition to the claims resting upon usage Fates s 
the right to sit, and vote, in the Grand Lodge of this ‘Gieeeah " 
Lodges associated in the maintenance of the Grand Tadeo a on 
ginally constituted claim for their Past Masters a right by Chinnal 
from the Grand Lodge of Ancient Masons of England; and ¢ s 
hold, That for masonic PURPOSES, a CHARTER from a Grand Lod, 
is as efficient, valid and indisputable as a Carrer from a sove- 
reign prince, parliament, or legislature for the establishment of a 
corporation for civil purposes. In the investigation of this point, 
it seems proper to make the inquiry, what is 2 Charter ? : 

A Charter is a written (or printed) instrument vesting certain 

rights, privileges, powers, franchises, &c. in persons or parties to act 
collectively as a body, and that body is called, therefore, a corpora. 
tion. “The privileges and franchises granted to a private corpo- 
ration are vested rights, and cannot be divested or altered except 
with the consent of the corporation, or by a forfeiture declared by 
the proper tribunal.’* 

The rights, privileges and franchises granted by Charter from the. 
Grand Lodge of England, in September, 1781, were perpetual 
to the parties named therein, and their legal scczssors—they have 
never been divested nor altered—nor have they been declared for- 
feited by any ¢ribwnal, nor has any cause ever been given for com- 
plaint of a want of “due respect” to the Grand Lodge by whom 
said Charter was granted, which is the only condition upon which 
its perpetuity rested, and if that ‘due respect” had not been tet 
after the revolutionary war, the rights vested by the Charter, wo 


have remained secure. 
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furnish examples to the point. 
converted into States, foun 
eir Charter goempens: an 
i ots: except the nomina recog- 
5 ae en Connecticut: made 


Ta a f 
sion of he King’s authority wer Constitution. Rhode Island 


vor remained the reservation of a- 


pgiance. «tod the attempt in 1821-2, to remove the 
rothren We et aid 80 avowedly on the ground that 


2? And on the same ground they 


i here located 9g 
ie tsat their opposition to the disfranchisement of the Past Mas- 


in the Grand Lod; mir 
The Charters of several of the literary institutions of our country 
are English Charters, and have been pronounced by the highest tri- 
punal in the land as yalid and vital as pefore the separation from the 


British Empire. F ' 
The City of New-York holds many of her irrevocable privileges 
under her Charter of 1730, amongst which are jurisdiction over 
the North and East rivers, to low water mark on the opposite shores, 


the right to establish ferries thereon + &e. &e. 

onthe charter of the city of New-York, 
says, it may not be amiss to state ;here, once for all, that it is an acknowl- 
edged and setiled principle, that no ‘vested right of property, whether it belongs 
to private individuals, or be in the shape of a corporate franchise, can ever be 
Jawfully taken away without some default or forfeiture, to be ascertained upon 
‘a fair trial, and pronounced by judicial decree. The English statute of Mag- 
na Charta established asa great rinciple, the sanctity of rights, and privileges 
then existing, or thereafter to be lawfully procured ; and that principle was in- 
tended to be of general and perpetual app jeation. It provides that the city of 
London and all other cities should have all their liberties and free customs; 
and that no freeman should be disseized of his freehold or liberties, or free cus- 
toms but by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law ofthe land. Cor- 
porate franchises in this country rest on a basis aici ought to be at least as 
solid as Magna Charta, for they are founded on grants which are contracts, 
and‘ no State,’ says the Constitution of the United States, ‘can pass any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts.’ ” 

As the rights of property or franchises conferred by Dutch or 
English Charters to individuals or corporations in this country pre- 
vious to the revolution, were beyond the power of the grantors to 
recall or peticn when the independence of this nation was recog- 
nized, ani those rights and franchises have been oft-times by the 
leat 254g! tribunals of the country declared valid ; so 

e Masonic rights, privileges and franchises granted by the 


Chancellor Kent, in his commentar, 


a of the Constitution of the U.S. of America, by William Rawle 
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d to the Past Masters of 
isdiction (‘together with their lawful associates 


in Grand Lodge assembled,”) 47¢ 7s valid now as during 4) rev. 
ir * ss ., 
oes Giotion Marshall, in one of his elaborate opinions 1» the 
Supreme Court of the United States, says: . ine 
“ A Corporation is an artificial being, invisible, intangible, and existing 
only in contemplation of Jaw. Being the mere creature of law. it possesses 
ay those properties which the charter of its creation Ca eked it, either ss 
ressly, or as incidental to its very existence. These are pul a are ieee : 
Eerie oe be rt heedon nay boalowe nave 
i i Jity, and, if the: a 
ene E Which a Derpetnal succession of man) lagi are cobeeas 
as the same, and may act as a single individual. ‘They enable a corporation 
to manage its own affairs, and to hold property without the perplexing areas 
cies, the hazardous and endless nat: of perpetual conveyatices for the ur 
pose of transmitting it from hand to hand. Itis chiefly for the purpose of clothing 
bodies of men, in succession, with these qualities and capacities that corpora~ 
tions were invented, and are in use. By these means, a perpetual succession 
of individuals are capable of acting for the promotion of the particular object, 


like an immortal being.” 

And that upright and inflexible man, Chief Justice Holt, even in 
the days of the tyrannical and charter-breaking Stuarts declared that 

« Jt is agreeable to reason and the rules of law, that a franchise should be 

vested in the corporation aggregate, and yet the benefit of it redound to the par- 
ticular members, and to be enjoyed by them in their private capacity. hen 
the privilege of election is used by particular persons, it is a particular right, 
vested in every particular man,” 

Blackstone says that franchise and liberty are used as synoni- 
mous terms, and after naming other liberties and franchises, he 
says, 

“ It is likewise a franchise for a number of persons to be incorporated and 
subsist'as a body politic with a power to maintain perpetual succession, and 
do other corporate acts; and each individual member of such corporation is also 
said to have a franchise or freedom,” 

It follows then, that each individual Past Master has rights in 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New-York by the Charter from 

the Grand Lodge of England, which the other members of that 
Body have no right to disturb. Under that Charter the G. Lodge 
of New-York commenced the accumulation of property. That 
property is now of great value. The Past Masrens with their 
confreres are the guardians of that property and the dispensers of 
ue charities of that body. As guardians of that property, the 
I . Masters by being deprived of their clective franchise woul 
: i leprived also of all power to protect that property whether it 
a oe fund or in the hands of the Treasurer ; the first fir 
Officers being T: the Compact of 1827. The 
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leprive them of those rights an to render any attempt " 


iveic d franchi 
yannical ; un-brotherly and anti blican eee) 
: , u nti-republican, Bee ceed 
mon law title. If the rights and liberties of pile y rte of 
78 of 


New-York rested only on the . 
Lodge, in 1785, seotipaciog hcieeerrae tr . a by the Grand 
one can maintain, those regulations reece am of opinion no 
the Past Masters have constantly exercised ee times repeated, 
chises, they have been found useful to the pe rights and fran- 
this State, and their repeated use has become a si coma 
eomes in name and nature the common law. saveuia 
When the Grand Lodges of England united in 1813, it was 
agreed that of the Past Masters who might thereafter regularly 
pass the Chair, only one at a time, to be delegated by his Lodge 
should have the right to sit and vote in the United Grand Lodge ; 
so that after the decease of all the regular Past Masters of any re- 
gular Lodge who had attained that distinction at the time of the 
union, the representation of -such Lodge should be by its actual 
Master, Wardens and one Past Master only. That body respected 
the rights and privileges which the Pasr Masrsrs up to that time 
had possessed in the Grand Lodge of ancient masons, (if not in the 
other) and it would have been well if the Grand Master of this 


Sian ee ie ee England the rights and 
franchises of Past Masters were extended to all alike, soon after 
pee — pms St attempt has ever been mele 
to lave th igh of Pat or he Maes and Wardens 8 
le by the revolutionists to the prin- 


our own republican State of New- 
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y aay of the States of this Union are” Powers, privilege of the &, ~ 
ae aws of the United States, which Gen derived from ae a and franchiet 
se are from the separate States and inion was founded somes B 
Ved of a of, of rights and powers which rt and independent daeeeaen 
ther The rights of the Pasr Miwrece reviously possessed, ere. 
iby si State of New-York being held by jeans the Grand Lodge of the 
, = as sacred rights. succession must be regarded 
Secionanain Lee Se sie were proved mischievous} 
‘0 be fatal chievously to aff 
ne ew- set up; but if these rights fost meiner even if no opts pe pe ra 
man nant, if they are clearly defined ahaa ce and declared by express cove- 
odge and authority by writen instruments and Pektine eg chicane, against power 
> Duke better condition; they partake not only oft the se pete Liem 
me the but h th ~ solemn public faith itself which secures an object Peek ene toes 
United ian was the opinion of Mr, Burke, as delivered. in the British 
ceived par’ iament, in 1783 ; and if masonic rights are to be held sacred—if 
Which plighted masonic faith is to be regarded as a solemn covenant bo- 
nglish tween men, that opinion is as applicable to the present case, asto that 
on the in which it was spoken. 
Octo- { 7th. That the rights and franchises of the Past Masters of the 
rular Lodges in'the State of New-York, can be divested only by their 
ibers own consent; or can be taken away from individual Past Masters 
on of by impeachment, trial and conviction for some offence against the 
rand neral laws of the Institution which would deprive them of all their 
b ynasonie rights ; and if they by their own consent gave uptheir fran- 
fee. chises in the “ Grand Lodge assembled,” they could not thereby di- 
al yest their successors, because the nee guaranteed those fran- 
pif é i « for ever. 
chises to them and their swecessors oer 
‘ERS + eonsequence of an attempt only to deprive 
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of agreement,” which were ratified re 
21827. That Com act had 


new Grand Lodge in the west, and they 
attended by concert at the meeting of the Grand Lodge, in June, 
1821, in sufficient numbers to carry their point so far as to 
themselves the payment of their expenses of that attendance, amoun- 
ting to nearly $1 ,300, and to provide pay for themselves for fe 
attendance. “| pel) sie 
By thus providing a remedy for their own complaint, 
Brethren created the grievance complained 
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y at) 
The City Brethren and thei "esentatives should = we 
radical changes, had comp vel associates in the ¢ as 
Grand Lodge trom the city of New ® contemplated renee ed tg 
i) 


the Charter or Warrant, a ork, where it 

: ‘ant, 2 An » S 

in Grand Lodge, September: lene mph hd been iofa 
> y . Eb 


worth, and only postponed. The Com 


from foreign lands increased, ; uumigration 
peed and designed to adopt alam,“ That ie Gonads 
arity should not draw o ; aad: 
exceeding the annual sum of nn pereed or it aie 
charitable uses.”” That sum was not more pery ey: Pepsi 
: v Uf the amount 
required at that time for charitable uses: and the passage of such 
a law would have thrown a burden upon the city Fe ar which 
would have involved them in perpetual difficulties, ‘The Compact 
removed that subject of controversy by authorizing the Trustees 
‘to invest all funds over chree thousand dollars annually, after 
paying Representatives, salaries, and rent.” 

The City Brethren and their associates were decidedly opposed 
to the laws adopted at the meeting, above-mentioned, in June, 
1821, whereby one Master or Past Master might be appointed the 
Representative of five Lodges, and five Past Masters. The Com- 
pact terminated that grievance by concessions on both sides, it 
being agreed that in future one Master or Past Master might repre- 
sent more than one Lodge but should mot represent more than 


three Lodges, and that Past Masters should not be represented by 
proxy. Here isa distinct recognition of the rights of Past Masters 


‘as members of the Grand Lodge, as none but members of the rank 
of — or Past Master in the Grand Lodge of New York, can 
or ever have been permitted, to act as the Representatives of 
Lodges by proxy; beside the distinct admission. that Past, Masters, 
as members, might exercise ‘their rights and franchises, if present, 


as before ; 
at j h, as I have mentioned, by the re- 
vised aos in 1822, Past Masios wero © be left out 
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as members of 


had the Grand Lodg: 


» the words “ P 


ep So, that when the union took place the rights 

“ fit Masters were equally recognized by the laws of both Grand 

Ch Ses, and that distinguished expounder of the laws of equity, 
‘Aancellor Walworth, has laid it down as a rule, that 

. ‘*A general law of the State where the contract was made, and which was 

in force at the making of such contract, is to be taken as part of that contract,” 


the regulations 


he written laws of the Grand Lodge of the 

n being examined with attention, by candid 
to sustain this point. 

The question, however, I conceive, may be very properly raised 

and answered in advance of this examination,—What is the differ- 

ence between “Constitutions” and “« Regul: 


ations??? Because 
judgment has to be pronounced upon the question whether it was 


the “ Constitution” or a “ General Regulation” of the Grand 
Lodge which was proposed to be altered or ‘ amended.” 


1. What is a Constitution? I adopt the definition of Dr. Rawle, 
as being brief and explicit. 


He says, ‘ By a Constitution we mean 
the principles on which a government is founded and conducted.””* 


“ Regulations” are “ particular Rules” which direct the manner 
in which chose principles shall be carried out. - 
‘ge of the 
heads, the fi 


The book containing the written laws of the 

State of New-York, is divided into three ¢ 
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state of New-York, revised, approved, and Ceepted Masons «The 

uN ‘ 


py the Grand Lodge, June Sth, A. L. Monies to be pubes 
0, A.D, ed 


Now I will put the questio: Issel 
stion to 2 Say 
sense, whether the articles whic “allen thie hea Of 
. ; ich follow this head ae 
mek but ‘ Recunations ?” ner can be regarded tg 
he first article, with some variation, i i 
article of the Regulations EPuaadticeh is the same with the 39th 
“priremen r P ed in the old book of Constitution: 
by a eo ge ee eee in 1723, which Preston pa 
al clause, .and which J have bef 
was, therefore, bea regulation » from 1721, and is ri Tecnu? 
still. Here is the article as it now stands upon the Statute Book 
of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York : 


Articte I. 
( 


« Every Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority, to make local 
ordinances and new regulations, as well as to amend and explain the old ones, 
for their own particular benefit, and the good of Masonry in general; provided 
always, that the ancient land-marks be carefully preserved, and that such re- 
gulations be first duly proposed in writing, for the consideration of the members 
at the June Communication, and be at LAST duly enacted with the consent of the 
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT. 

These prerogatives have never been disputed, for the members of every 
Grand Lodge ave the true Representatives of all the Fraternity in communi- 
cation, and are an absolute and independent Body, with legislative authority, 

rovided, (as aforesaid,) that the Grand Masonic Constitution be never vio- 
Get nor any of the old Jand-marks removed. Upon these principles the fol- 
lar rules have been made, and adopted in the Grand Lodge of 


e, in this first article, that these are 2 Te- } 
3” for carrying out the “ princt- | 
«« Constitutions ” of the Grand 


lowing particu 
the State of New York.” 

Here is then the evidene 
gulations,”’ or ¢ particular rule} 
ples,” “ fundamental de eS 
‘Lodge of the State of New York. : 

The Qnd Article merely relates to the style or title of the Grand 
Lodge. The 3d is as follows :— 


. Arrioxe IIL 
dof all the Grand Officers: the Past 


« This Grand Lodge shall anand Wardens, Past 
Grand Master Past, Depa ia Fas Masters and ‘Wardens, 


taries, and Past Gra its jurisdic- 
Grand Secretari 1 ae legally a der its jurisdic 


the Lodges und ‘ 

tions Repite Past Masters by eletion vice one year» the Chair of 

all such Lodges under its] ction.” . — 

This is the Article the W. John S. oe a ah: a 

red t constituent fements of 
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13 3d Article of 
the “R i 
tn cated ike Seat 
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ed a aa ne fon fb Consideration of ‘thy oe siplpd 
ation, and at last dul; ith t 
Y enacted with the consent 
To the aame ofS BERS PRESENT, a 
follows : 


0 the 7th article of the Regulations, 


If this “proposed amendment” as it has bee 


applicable to any article of the Const, ny called, had been 


Transactions of 1848, and secret instructions were sent from West 
Troy, to the country Lodges, which were not sent to the City 


The following is the Article, with two sections, in the Regulations 


“ Articte CVI, 
“ Future Amendments and N 


“Ist. No amendment to this Constitutio 
until the same shall have had the . 

successive June Co: 0 
of the Grand Lodge, at one. ne | 
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mative vote of a majorit 
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pocecdne caption, “ p x ’ 
siitution,”’ and sent to each Lodge within thi poset amendmer® Dubg 
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i Not exceedi - 
adoption. But, rp for the time afores: Pg One year from the time of their 
Or res i 


or their action. 
same shall have received the a 
Be at two successive June Communications. Tf such 


of the Grand Lo: 


The first of the above sections relates to alterations of the Con- 
stitution, the second section to alterations of the Regulations. \ 
The laws of the Grand Lodge of the State of New-York are \ 
herein plainly indicated, professed and acknowledged to be of two y 
distinct characters—‘ Constitutions’”’ and ‘‘ Regulations.” 
If there are no such distinctions to be found in the book itself— 
if it be all Constitutions, or all Regulations, then the one or the 
other of the sections above quoted must be deceptive and incapable 


of being applied. : 
But such distinctions are to be found rn the Book itself, and 
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stalled Master, Past Master, and Grand Master who would invent, 
sanction, consent to, or connive at such innovation and novelty, in 
the Grand Lodge of this State. 
12th. That the Resolutions, (above quoted on page 33) “as 
unanimously adopted” at the quarterly meeting of the Grand 
Odge in March, 1849, were perfectly in accordance with the laws 
of the Grand Lodge ; were designed to maintain those laws and the 
Compact of 1827, and neither proposed to alter or amend any ex- 
tsting law, nor to establish any new one, and were therefore not 
unconstitutional, as declared by D. G. M. Coles. 
13th. That Grand Master John D. Willard violated his duty to 
the Grand Lodge, by refusing to put the constitutional ques- 
tion duly made and seconded at the Annual Communication on 
the 5th of June, 1849, that “ the reading of the minutes of the last 
quarterly meeting be now proceeded with 3”” by declaring that mo- 
tion out of order; by refusing to entertain an appeal from his de- 
cision ; and by continuing to refuse to put that question after the 
Grand Lodge itself had reversed his decision. ‘The reading of the 
minutes of the last meeting of the Grand Lodge and Grand Stew- 
ards’ Lodge has invariably been the regular course of business in 
the Grand Lodge of this State, after the Lodges had been called * 
the motion was perfectly in order, and was regularly made and 
seconded ; and in the whole history of the Grand Lodge, no presid- 
ing officer had ever refused to entertain an appeal from his deci- 
sion, but once, and that was by Grand Master Enos, on the 
evening of the 4th of June, 1823, when the Grand Lodge broke up 
in confusion, but was forthwith re-opened by the Junior Grand 
Warden, and proceeded to the election of Grand Officers. 
14th. That Grand Master Will 
Grand Lodge at that meeting by 
arbitrary and tyrannical manner, 
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Grand Master, on a motion regularly made and seconded, which 

was put and decided in the usual form 3 the principal Grand 

S, pro tem., were also regularly appointed. The other offi- 

cers, from the Grand Marshal to the Grand Tiler, remained at 

their posts. No one in the body either spoke or voted against this 

papaey organization. The case presented now for consideration 
is this— 

Ist. Had the body when assembled power to elect ? 

2d. If so, was that power exercised rightfully and properly ? 

And Ist. Had the Grand Lodge the power to elect officers at 
the time the election was held ? 

The Grand Officers had been elected for one year from the An- 
nual Communication in June, 1848, to the Annual Communication 
in June, 1849. Their term of office was ended whenever the 
assembled Grand Lodge saw fit to elect new officers, After the 
Grand Lodge had assembled, was opened, and in order for business, 
they had a right to proceed to any business they thought proper. 
If they pleased to exercise their privilege of electing officers, that 
order of business was paramount to all others. The Grand Lodge 
on this occasion, after the reading and approval of the minutes, and 

listening to the Grand Master’s address, Resolved “to proceed with 

the election of Grand Officers for the ensuing year.” The motion 

ae a made and seconded, and adopted by the Grand 
odge. 

The Rt. W. Isaac Phillips, Past Deputy Grand Master, was 
regularly nominated for the office of Grand Master,—no other 
candidate was nominated, and the usual motion was made, ‘That 
when there is‘but one candidate for any office, the election shall be 
held by show of hands.” This was carried by an unanimous vote, 
and fulfilled the requirement of the 9th Article of the General 
Regulations. The M. W. Isaac Phillips was then, by an unani- 

mous vote, elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of New-York for the ensuing year. In the same harmonious and 
unanimous manner were al the Grand Officers elected. Every 
motion made and seconded was put to vote with as much order and 
decorum as though nothing unpleasant had taken place throughout 
the evening. During the whole of this election and the remainder 
of the meeting, Bro. John D. Willard neither spoke nor attempted 
to interfere with the progress of business, He had denied to the 
body assembled the right to entertain any question to be voted 
his position and the prerogatives of a pre- 
siding officer by and | d t, and the body had 
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delegates had appointed an executive committee. The names of 
the members of that committee, seven in number, had been pub- 


a embers of t 
lished. To that committee had been entrusted the duty of main- of their co-ec 
taining in the Grand Lodge, or elsewhere, the principles they had et the fir 
proclaimed, and these facts had been published and sent to every that which 
Lodge in the State. That committee perfectly understood that pas oe ed 
their first duty was, to prevent the Grand Lodge, as established by tive vafide 
the Charter of 1781, and bound by the Compact of 1827, from all co 
being dissolved, and it is altogether a lapse of memory (at least) artizans, 
in those who have represented a member of that committee as de~ a plain st 
claring, that the Grand Lodge was dissolved. What he really tion and ef 
said is already stated. It had been also the earnest request of that would tak 
committee that there might be no confusion in the Grand Lodge. pial trut 
Confusion, however, did ensue, which was altogether unexpected, ted the 
but the Grand Master himself was the primary cause of it, and se! a aan 

some of his partizans assisted in keeping it up. desig ee 
Some Brethren say, ‘¢ We believe you were right but we do not their “s 
like the way you got at it.” It has been asked on our part, as prelim 
“ What other way was left for us from the first developement of of N ew- 
the plans of our opponents in their Geneva Circular and their the unio! 
secret instructions to the country Lodges, to prevent the sub- Those 
ject from being met and fairly discussed in the Grand Lodge, termine’ 
by passing upon it in their particular Lodges?” The meet- we inter 
ing held upon a short notice at the Howard House, by the Vandi 
Masters and Past Masters, on the 31st of October, declared their ne 
views of the question distinctly, and they were sent to all the Lodges iy) 3 
in adyance of their address which followed soon afterward. Several of to pres 
the Lodges in the city also sent forth their Circulars, each expres- 18 what 
sive of their particular opinions, but all to the same point. The rent to 
Convention of Delegates from 27 Lodges, held on the 29th of Jan- fend th 
uary, and 10th of February, 1849, plainly expressed the views of own rig 
their Lodges and of several others which could not conveniently be ted the 
represented at that season of the year. The Grand Lodge itself Hat 0 
at a quarterly meeting on the 6th of March, 1849, unanimously eitizer 
declared the proposed alteration of the organization of the Grand nical 
Lodge could not be lawfully effected, and that any action thereon, Char 
either by individual Lodges or otherwise, would be void, and of no the } 
force or effect, his | 
At the annual meeting in June, tho Grand Master attempted to for | 
waste away the first evening of that meeting by absenting himself, " 
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had on the evening of the 5th of June, and his partizans since haye 
endeavored to induce the F) aternity to believe, 

All that it ever was i still; it holds jurisdiction over all the 
Lodges of the State; and if it has magnanimously forborne to call 
to account those who for a time have manifested, through the 
influence of @ ', or mis-placed confidence, a refr ctory disposition, 
it is because it trusts and believes that truth will prevail, and that 
it is more becoming of the honorable principles she has maintained, 
to hold forth the symbols of forbearance and peace, than to follow 
the evil example of her opponents by petty persecutions. She has 
a work to perform, however, which she did not anticipate. 

That work is in progress, and will still further unveil to the 
Brethren of this State, and all other States, the mystery of iniquity 
which has been practised on them. Should it become necessary 
at a future time to vindicate her right and title to Masonic su- 
premacy in this jurisdiction, she will not shrink from that duty, 
for those who have set their hands to the work will not turn 
back. 

Such attacks as have been made upon the body by whose di- 
rection this appeal is made are not altogether without precedent, 
if I may judge from the tenor of a letter received from our Mo- 
ther Grand Lodge, dated at London, the 27th of December, 1802, 
and addressed to our Grand Secretary at that time, John Abrams ; 
from which, as applicable to our position, I make the following ex- 
tracts :— 

“Right Worshipful Sir and Brothers:—The communications 
which the Grand Lodge has made from time to time to you and 
the Lodges under the Ancient Constitutions must have been grati- 
fyin& to the heart of every Brother, since they serve to show 
the increasing prosperity and the solid establishment of Ancient 
Masonry in England. Youare aware, that in the love of change 
(a thing to which all institutions, however sacred, are subject) 

Masonry has not totally escaped the rage of innovation. When 
men suffer themselves to depart from the purity of original prin- 
ciples, they are liable to run into the wildest extravagance. * * * 
While we strictly adhere to the solidity of our land-marks, the 
truth and purity of our obligations, and preserve the simple 
strength and beauty of our laws, those columns of the structure— 
we may smile with compassion on the feeble assaults of envy, and 
even expose our breasts to the unavailing shafts of malignity 


itself. 

We have too much respect for every society that acts under 
the Masonic name, however imperfect the imitation, to enter into 
a war of reproaches, and, there Hitaten not retort on an institu- 
tion [ * * * * ] the unfavorable aspersions into which 
a part of their body have sofere themselves to be surprised. 
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_ Those Lodges believe they were both Masonically and Legally 
right; and they are convinced that they have a just and perfect 
right to claim and to hold the title of Taz Granp Lope or THE 
State or New York, as its preservers from dissolution. They 
therefore, with confidence, appeal to their sister Grand Lodges 
to sustain them, and they have no fears of the result. They have 
not thought it necessary to fulminate proscriptive edicts, nor men- 
dacious circulars broadcast through the land to forestal public 
opinion, in imitation of Ee open nadie stand upon the 
solid platform of truth and justi 1 their expression of cen- 
sure rate only on : true i eed of the discord, 
which exists in the State, whose course 
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